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This statistical bulletin examines the criminal convictions of people born
in 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, and 1978.

MAIN POINTS
•  Th e ear lie r a male  o ffe nde r has  his fir st co nviction  th e mor e like ly  he  is  to b e

co nv icted ag ain ; the  re latio nsh ip with age  is n ot so  stron g for  fe ma le offen der s.
(pa ra s 3 .10 , 3.1 2)

•  33  p er cen t of males  an d 9  p er cen t of females bo rn  in  19 53  h ad  be en co nvicte d
of a t leas t one  ‘s ta nda rd list’ offe nce  be fo re the  a ge of fo rty -six. (pa ra s 2 .1, 2 .6) 

•  Tw o- thirds  o f a ll co urt ap pe ara nce s whe re a con vic tion occ ur red  be fo re the  a ge of
fo rty-s ix fo r male s bor n in 195 3 w er e a ttr ib uta ble  to a bou t one -qu ar ter  of
offe nde rs, o r 8  pe r cen t o f the  ma le  po pulation . (pa ra  3.6)

•  Th e majority  of offe nde rs ha d b een  c onv icted  on  on ly  on e o cc asion:  half of male 
offe nde rs an d thre e- qua rte rs  of fe ma le offen der s b or n in 1 95 3 h ad on ly bee n
co nv icted on ce. (pa ra s 3 .4, 3 .7) 

•  22 per cent of males currently aged 10 to 45 are estimated to have a conviction
for at least one standard list offence. (para 2.8)

•  55  p er cen t of male offend er s a nd eighty p er  ce nt of fe male offend er s h ad a
cr imina l c ar eer  of less  th an  a yea r in len gth. (pa ra s 3 .18 , 3.1 9)

•  Ne ar ly half of male offend er s a nd tw o-thir ds  of fe ma le offen der s b or n in 1 95 3
we re  first c onv icted  of th eft o r h an din g o f sto len  g ood s. ( pa ra s 2 .17 , 2.1 8)

•  Th e pea k a ge  of kn ow n c rimin al activ ity  fo r males wa s n ine te en, at w hic h a ge  11 
pe r cen t o f tho se bo rn in 19 53 wer e kno wn to  be  cr imina lly  a ctive.  Over 10 per
cent of males born in 1953 were criminally active between the ages of 17 and
25. (pa ra  2.14) 

•  7_  p er cen t of males  an d h alf o f o ne  pe r c en t o f female s b or n in 1 95 3 h ad
re ce ive d a  c ustodial co nviction  be fo re the  a ge of fo rty -six. (pa ra s 2 .22 , 2.2 3)

•  Fo r males an d fema le s b orn  in more  r ece nt co hor t y ea rs the  p rop ortio n w ith  a t
le as t o ne co nviction  wa s low er th an  th ose  b orn  in  e arlier  c oho rt ye ars .  Th is
re flects the  in cre as ed use  o f c autio nin g o f you ng offen der s. (pa ra s 2 .3, 2 .5) 



1.        INTRODUCTION

1.1 This statistical bulletin updates the analysis of the criminal histories of
offenders born in selected weeks in 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973 and 1978.  The
commentary is in two parts:
•  participation of the general population in offending;
•  frequency of offending by known offenders.
Some of the analyses concentrate on results for the 1953 cohort only.

1.2 The estimates in this bulletin are based on data from the Offenders Index, a
database which contains the criminal histories of those convicted of a ‘standard list’
offence, in England and Wales, between 1963 and 1999.  This has been built up
from reports of court appearances submitted by the police and courts to the Home
Office.  ‘Standard list’ offences include all indictable and certain of the more serious
summary offences. Several offences (including all categories of common assault,
driving whilst disqualified, driving with excess alcohol, and dangerous driving) were
added to the standard list in 1995 and 1996, increasing the annual number of
convictions added to the Index by close to 100,000 offences out of a total of 450,000.
No information on cautions, reprimands, final warnings, or informal methods of
dealing with offenders is held on the Index.  The figures have been related to the
number of live births to give estimates for the general population.

1.3 Generally, the analysis presented in this bulletin is based on the number of
court appearances where an offender was convicted of one or more offences rather
than on numbers of convictions.  Individual convictions within a court appearance
have been used to determine whether someone has ever had a conviction for a
particular type of offence or has been sentenced to custody.  In the text, the terms
‘court appearance’ and ‘conviction’ have been used interchangeably.

1.4 In this bulletin, convictions are taken as a proxy for offending. Many offences
occur which do not lead to a convictions.  The 2000 British Crime Survey suggests
that only 23 per cent of crimes against private individuals and their households end
up in the recorded crime count.  Even when the crime is recorded, the police only
clear up around one quarter of these offences, and not all of these offenders will be
dealt with at a court.  Our estimates, therefore, relate to the subset of known
offenders who have been convicted of at least one ‘standard list’ offence.  They give
only a general indication of offending patterns since we do not know how
representative this subset of offenders is of all offenders.  More information on self-
reported offending of a sample of offenders in prison will be published by the Home
Office later in 2001.

1.5 Results contained in this bulletin are not entirely consistent with those
previously published, most recently in chapter 9 of Criminal statistics, England and
Wales, 1998 (Cm 4649).  This is due to improvements in the data used in the
analysis resulting from the identification of cases where one offender was previously
recorded on the database as two or more offenders.  This has had the effect of
slightly reducing the estimated proportion of the general population with a conviction
but increasing the number of convictions for the remaining offenders.

1.6 Detailed definitions and descriptions of methodology used are given in the
notes at the back of the bulletin.



2.          PART ICI PAT IO N

Po pu lat ion  w ith  a co nvi cti on  (T abl e 1 a nd Fi gures 1- 4)

Males

2. 1 Th ir ty thr ee  pe r cen t of men  bo rn in  19 53 ha d at least one  co nvict ion  for a
'sta nda rd list'  of fe nce  be fo re the  a ge of fo rty-six.   T he pe rce nta ge  of  th e pop ula tion wit h
at  least one  co nvict ion  in cr eases with age , rising  from  7 pe r cent  befo re th e age of 
fift een , t o 19 per  cent  be fo re the  age twe nt y, 28 pe r cent  b efo re th e age of  th irt y,  an d 3 1
pe r cen t b ef ore  th e age  of  4 0.  Mo st  of fen de rs are  f irst con victed  o f a n o ff ence b et wee n
th e age s of abo ut th irt een  and twe nt y.  Th e num ber  of new of fen der s tails of f with 
in cr easing  age and  only 2 pe r cent  of the po pulation  ar e fir st con victe d of an off en ce in
th eir late  t hir tie s to mid  f ort ies.

2. 2 Th er e are diffe ren ce s betwee n the six birt h coh ort s in the  percent ag e of the 
po pu lat ion  with  a co nviction .  Bef or e the ag e of fif tee n, ma les bo rn  in  th e lat er co hor t
ye ar s are le ss likely to have been  convict ed  of  an  offe nce  than  ma le s born  in 1953 .
Th e dif fer en ce is sligh t for  ma les born  in  1958  (whe n 6.8 pe r cent  had a con victio n
be fo re the  age of fifte en co mpa red  to 7.4 pe r cent  of male s bor n in 195 3),  and also for 
ma le s born  in 1963 ;  howe ver  the dif fe ren ce in cre ase s ste adily th rou gh  th e rem ain ing 
co ho rts (o nly 1 pe r cen t of males bo rn in 19 78 had  a co nvict ion  be fo re the  age of
fift een ).  Afte r the  ag e of fif tee n,  ma les born  in  1958  an d 196 3 are  mo re likely to have
be en  co nvict ed of an  of fen ce , with  20 and 21  pe r cen t resp ectively convict ed  of  an 
of fe nce  be fo re the  age of twent y com par ed to  19  pe r cen t of the  po pu lat ion  born  in 
19 53 .  Aft er  th e a ge  of sixt een  th e 196 8 coh ort  sh ows a  similar  tr en d t o t ha t o f t he  19 53
co ho rt and  by the ag e of nin ete en,  18 per ce nt had  been  co nvict ed.   Ma le s born  in
19 73  an d 197 8 are mu ch less likely than  ma le s in the  ea rlier  co hor ts to  ha ve  be en
co nvict ed;  o nly 14  p er cen t of tho se  bo rn in  19 73 an d 1 2 p er  ce nt of  th ose  b orn  in  1 978 
ha d bee n con victed  o f a  'sta nda rd list'  of fe nce  be fo re the  a ge of twent y.

Fi gu re 1 Cu mu lat ive  p erc ent ag e o f t he  ma le po pul ati on  wi th a con vic ti on
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2. 3 Th e lower pr opo rtion  of  ma le s born  in 1973  and 197 8 con victe d of an off ence
is prob ably due  to  chan ges in the wa y offe nd ers ar e dea lt with by th e police  ra the r

th an  an y cha nge  in  beha vio ur .  Fro m the  la te  19 60s to the ea rly 19 70 s and ag ain 
th ro ugh out  the 198 0s an d ear ly 199 0s th e use  of  th e cau tio n as a mea ns of de aling
with  an  of fe nde r, pa rticular ly a you ng off en der , increa sed .  In  th e 196 0s on ly abo ut  10 
pe r cen t o f off end er s were  dealt wit h by m ea ns of a cau tio n whe rea s by the  1980 s tha t
pr op ort ion  had incre ase d to 20 per  cent , and  in cre ased fur th er still du rin g the  19 90 s to
over  on e t hird of all o ffe nd ers.  Th is has h ad the  e ffe ct of  re ducin g t he pr opo rtion  with a
co nvict ion  for the  popu lat io n born  in the la ter  co ho rt yea rs, since tho se of fen der s are 
like ly to ha ve bee n given a cau tio n rat her  t han  to  h ave  be en  se nt to  co urt .

2. 4 A su rve y in 16 police f orces of  per so ns arr ested  in  late  19 95 , p ublished  in  Home 
Of fice Sta tistical F ind ing s Issue 2/ 96,  “Police  disp osa ls of  no tif ia ble  of fe nce s cle are d u p
fo llowing ar rest or rep ort ” reveals eviden ce  to  su gg est  th at  th ere  may also have bee n
an  incr ease in the  police use of inf orm al ca utions for you ng  of fen de rs.   The  in cre ased
use of inf or mal me th ods he lp s to exp lain the  su bst an tia l fall in the  nu mbe r of juven ile 
ma le s ( par ticularly males ag ed 10- 14 ) f oun d guilty o r caut io ned  since th e mid  19 80 s.

2. 5 Figu re 2 sho ws the  n um be r o f cau tio ns given  to  m ales a ge d betwee n 1 0 a nd  20 ,
as a pe rce nt age  of  the pop ulation.   The  ra te  fo r each of the  co hor t yea rs is sh own  and
illu str ate s the  in cr easing  u se of ca utioning .  Males bo rn in  19 53 ha d a  ca ution ing  r ate  of 
0. 7 per  ce nt  at  th e age  of  15 wher ea s male s bor n in 197 8 had  a much hig her  rate  of 
4. 3 per  ce nt .  This cha nge  has con tr ibu ted  to the re ductio n in the  prop ort io n of the 
po pu lat ion  with  a co nviction  in  th e mor e r ecent  co ho rts.

Fi gu re 2 Nu mb er of ma les  ca ut ion ed pe r 1 00 po pul atio n
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Fe ma les 

2. 6 Nine  pe r cen t of wom en bor n in 195 3 had  be en  co nvict ed of a 'st and ar d list '
of fe nce  be fo re the  age of fo rty-six.   At  the you ng er age s the  pe rcent age  of the fe male
po pu lat ion  with  a co nviction  is on ly be twe en  a eig ht h a nd a twe ntiet h of t he  pe rce nt age 
of  t he male pop ula tion wit h a convictio n, bu t b y the  time th e popu la tio n was in  th eir late 
th ir tie s and  ea rly fort ies the per ce nta ge of  wo men  convict ed  is ab ou t a qu ar ter  of  the
pe rcent age  of men co nvicte d.   T he diffe ren ce s betwee n the six birt h coh ort s,  sh own  in
Figu re 3, ar e very similar  t o t hose observed  fo r m ales in Figur e 1 .

Fi gu re 3 Cu mu lat ive  p erc ent ag e o f t he  fe mal e pop ula ti on wit h a c onv ic tio n

2. 7 Figu re 4 sho ws tha t as for  the male pop ula tion,  ca ut ion ing  rate s for  yo ung 
fe ma le off en der s a re  mu ch highe r f or  th e lat er coh or ts. 

Fi gu re 4 Nu mb er of fe mal es ca uti one d per 10 0 pop ula ti on
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Es ti mat es fo r a ll pe rso ns ag ed und er fo rty -s ix (T ab le A)

2. 8 Wh ilst this bullet in  an alyse s the cr iminal beha vio ur  of  pe rsons bo rn  in  six
pa rt icu lar  year s, it  is po ssible to est ima te  fr om th e coho rt  files the pro po rtion of  th e
ge ne ral po pu lat ion  curr ent ly ag ed un der  46  who have a crim in al con viction.   By
co mp aring th e coho rt  pr opo rt ion s wit h the cu rre nt estim ate d pop ula tion in En gla nd an d
Wa le s, the  f igu res r eve al th at 27 pe r cent  o f m ale s and  6_  p er cen t of fem ales cur re ntly
ag ed  18  to  45 have  a cr imina l convictio n.  The follo win g tab le sho ws similar  estim at es
fo r oth er ag e b rea kd own s.

Table A Proportion of persons estimated to have a criminal conviction,
1999.

Age band Males Females

10-17  2%    _%
18-20 12%   2_%
21-45 28%   6_%
10-45 22%   5_%
18-45 27% 6_%

Of fe nde rs de sis tin g (Ta ble  2  an d F ig ure  5) 

2. 9 In  this bu lletin an off end er  is de fined  as a 'd esist er'  if  he or she  ha s had  a
co nvict ion , but  wa s not  co nvict ed of  a sub se que nt cr ime  fo r at lea st  five ye ars.  Th is is
a me asu re of  th e pro por tio n who  ha ve  no t bee n re co nvicte d rat her  th an  a mea su re of
th ose who ha ve not  re of fen ded , wh ich  we  cann ot estim ate  dire ctly.   Table 2 shows the 
nu mb er and  prop ort io n of off end ers born  in  1953  wh o sub seq ue ntly desist ed,  by the
ag e at which  th ey de sisted .

Ma le s

2. 10 Th e likeliho od of so meo ne de sistin g increa se s as the  ag e of the  of fe nde r
in cr eases,  as illu st rat ed in  Figur e 5.  Th e pro por tion of ma les co nvict ed at  th e age  of 
te n who  we re  no t con victed  of a fu rt her  of fe nce  wa s only 19 per  ce nt .  This fig ure  is an
over est ima te  of  th e pro por tion who  have  de siste d f ro m comm it tin g a  crim e sin ce not  a ll
of fe nde rs will have bee n cau ght  by the police and so me who  have  be en  ca ugh t will
ha ve  be en de alt  with  by a ca ution ra the r tha n by sen ten ce at  co urt .  Th e desist ence
ra te  in cre ases ste ad ily with  ag e, re ach ing  one third  by th e age  of  nine tee n,  43  pe r cen t
by the age  of twen ty five an d arou nd  on e in two  be tween  th e age s of thirty four  an d
fo rt y. Th is is no t necessar ily an  indicatio n t hat  o ffe nde rs are less like ly to  co mm it crime s
as they ge t old er:  it could be tha t the y become  be tt er at avoid ing  dete ction  as th ey ge t
olde r, or th at the y switch  to crim es with lo wer  de te ction ra tes, or tha t because the y are
mo re  likely to con te st cases at  co ur t they are mor e likely to be fou nd not  guilty.   Th is
co nclusion  was also dra wn by Gr aha m and  Bo wling  in  Home  Of fice Resea rch  St ud y
14 5,  “Youn g Peo ple  a nd Crime ”.

2. 11 Th e desist en ce rat es fo r the  ot he r five  birt h coh ort s, no t shown her e, sh ow a
similar  pa tt ern  to  t hat  of  t he 195 3 coh ort .



Fi gu re 5 Pe rc ent age  o f o ffe nd ers  bo rn  in  19 53  wh o d es ist ed

Fe ma les 

2. 12 Th e desist en ce rat es of  fe ma le off en der s bor n in 195 3 show a ve ry diffe ren t
pa tt ern  to  those o f male o ff end ers, as is sh own  in  F igu re 5.   T he pr opo rtion  of  of fe nde rs
de sisting is mu ch highe r tha n for ma les, and  th e rat e hard ly ch ang es with ag e.  Th e
aver age  de siste nce  rate  fo r all ag es is 65  per cen t,  ra nging  fr om 52  pe r cen t to 71 per 
ce nt .

Crimina l a ct ivi ty (T abl e 2  a nd Fig ure 6 )

2. 13 A pe rso n is def ine d her e a s being 'crim ina lly a ctive ' a t a ge  X if: 
•  th ey ar e con victed  a t a ge X,  or 
•  th ey ha ve two o r mor e convictio ns an d a ge X is bet we en the ir  first  a nd last record ed 

co nvict ion .

Ma le s

2. 14 Th e pro por tion of th e male  popu lat io n born  in 1953  known to be 'cr im ina lly
active'  in cr eases ra pid ly with age  to a pe ak of  11  per cen t at age  n ine tee n.   T he kn own 
'crimin ally act ive ' pro por tion of th e p opu la tio n t ails off  g rad ually af ter  t hat  ag e to rea ch  3
pe r cen t at age  fo rt y.  Th e pat ter n is sim ilar for  the lat er  co hor ts (n ot sh own  he re ), wit h
th e hig hest pro por tion of th e popu la tio n kno wn to be  in volve d in crimin al activity at the
ag es of  eigh tee n and  ninet ee n.  Th e level of  kn own  crim ina l act ivity of  th e 197 3 and 
19 78  birth  coho rt ap pea rs to  be  lo we r than  that  of  the ear lier coh or ts,  pa rt ly becau se
th ese offe nd ers ha ve  no t bee n followed up fo r so lon g but ma inly because off end ers
bo rn  in  th e 197 0s ar e more  like ly to  ha ve be en cau tione d tha n offe nd ers in  earlier 
ye ar s.
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Fi gu re 6 Pe rc ent age  of the po pul ati on  kn own  to be cri min all y act ive , 19 53 
co ho rt

Fe ma les 

2. 15 Th e pro por tion of th e fema le  po pulat ion  kn own to be 'cr imina lly active'  is much 
lo we r than  for males, with  the pro po rtion pe aking at  1. 1 per  ce nt be twe en th e ages of
20  a nd 26,  with  sm all variat ion s b et wee n t he  six coh ort  ye ar s.

Ty pe  of  of fe nce  at  f irs t c ou rt app ea ran ce (T abl e B)

2. 16 Ta ble B sh ows t he distr ibu tion of th e t ype  o f o ffe nce a t e ach o ffe nder' s f ir st cou rt 
ap pe ara nce  resu lting  in  a co nviction , for of fen der s bor n in 195 3.  I n case s whe re th ere 
wa s mor e tha n one co nviction  at  th is co urt  appe ara nce, the  offe nce  a ttr act in g the mo st
se ve re sen te nce  ha s bee n cou nte d.

Ma le s

2. 17 Ne ar ly half of male off end er s born  in 1953 re ceived  their fir st con viction fo r thef t
an d han dling  stole n goo ds.   Vio len ce  ag ain st  th e p er son , b ur gla ry an d crim in al dam ag e
we re  also re lat ive ly co mmo n off ences at  first convictio n, with bet we en 10 an d 13 per 
ce nt  of  of fe nde rs be ing  first convicted  of  e ach  of  t hese o ff ences. 

Fe ma les 

2. 18 Two thirds of fema le  of fen de rs bor n in 195 3 wer e fir st con victe d of the ft an d
ha nd lin g sto len  go od s.  Fr au d and fo rge ry wa s also  rela tively comm on  at  9 pe r cent ,
fo llowe d b y vio len ce  ag ain st  th e p er son  at  7  pe r cen t.
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Ta bl e B Pe rc ent age  with  prin cip al of fen ce1 at first co nvi cti on  in  ea ch 
of fe nce  grou p2, 19 53 coh ort

O ff en ce  gr ou p M ales      Fe m ales

Vio le nce  a ga inst th e  p er son 9 .6  7. 3
Sexua l off en ces        2 .7  0. 1
Bur glar y 1 2. 9  3. 2
Rob be ry 0 .5  0. 1
T he ft  a n d ha n dlin g sto le n  g oo ds 4 8. 6  6 7. 7

T he ft  o f  a  ve hicle  9 .0  1. 5
T he ft  f r om  a  ve hicle 3 .1  0. 3
T he ft  f r om  sh op s 8 .2 3 8. 7
O th er  t h ef t and  h an d ling 2 8. 3                            2 7. 2

F ra ud  a n d fo r ge ry 4 .2  8. 9
Crimina l d am a ge 1 0. 1  3 .6 
Dru g of f en ce s 3 .4  3 .2 
O th er  in dict a ble 2 .0  1 .8 
O th er  sum ma ry    3 .3 1 .9 
M ot or in g   1 .9 2 .2 

1  T he  o f fe nce  f or  wh ich the  m ost  seve re  sen t en ce  wa s given 
2  See  no te  12  reg ar d in g off en ce  gr ou p in gs, sin ce  th ey diff er  slig ht ly fr o m th e off en ce
g ro up in g s use d in  Cr im in a l St at ist ics.

Po pu lat ion  c onv ict ed  by  ty pe  of  of fe nce  (T ab les  3a  a nd 3b an d F igu re  7) 

2. 19 Ta bles 3a an d 3b sho w the pe rce ntag e of the  popu lat io n that  has had  at least
on e con viction for  a ny of fo urt een  cate gor ie s o f o ff ence.

Ma le s

2. 20 Th e most com mon  of fe nce  ca te gor y is tha t of 'ot her  thef t',  for which  16  pe r cen t
of  male s had  be en co nvicte d at lea st  on ce be for e the  ag e of for ty- six.  With in this
ca te gor y t he  pr edo minan t o ff ences ar e ' oth er  th eft  o r u nau th orised  t aking'  a nd 'ha nd lin g
st olen goo ds'.  Ot he r prop er ty off en ces th at  ar e com mon  ar e bur gla ry (9  pe r cen t), 
cr im ina l dam age  (8  per cen t)  an d the ft of a veh icle (8 per  cent ).  Looking  at the viole nt
of fe nce s, 9 per  ce nt  of  ma le s born  in 1953  have  at  least one  co nvict ion  fo r an off en ce
of  violence aga inst the  pe rson bef or e the ag e of for ty- six, 2 per ce nt for  a se xua l
of fe nce  an d 1 per ce nt for  robb ery.  Th e pro por tio n of males with a pro per ty of fen ce 
co nvict ion  was hig h eve n bef ore  th e age  of  twen ty one ; 10 per  cent  ha d at lea st  on e
co nvict ion  f or 'ot he r t hef t' , 7  pe r cen t f or  bu rglar y a nd 6 per  ce nt  fo r t he ft of a veh icle. 



Fi gu re 7 Pe rcent age  o f t he po pulati on bo rn in  195 3 wit h a  c onv ict io n befo re
th e age  of  f ort y-s ix , b y t yp e o f o ff enc e

Fe ma les 

2. 21 Th e most com mon  of fe nce  fo r fem ale s to be co nvicte d of is th eft  fr om  sh ops, of
wh ich 4 pe r cen t of fem ale s had  be en  co nvict ed at le ast  on ce  be for e the  ag e of for ty-
six.   'Oth er  th eft ' is also relative ly com mo n (3 per  ce nt) .  Fo r all th e oth er off en ce
ca te gor ies t he per ce nta ge of  fe males with a con viction is on e p er ce nt or le ss. 

Cu st odi al se nte nce s (Ta ble  4  an d F ig ure  8) 

Ma le s

2. 22 7. 5 per  ce nt  of  th e male pop ula tio n bor n in  19 53 ha d been  give n at lea st on e
cu st odial se nte nce  befo re th e a ge of  fo rty-six.   The  pe rce nt age  of  the pop ulation with a
cu st odial se nte nce  incr eases mo st ra pid ly be twe en th e a ges o f f ift ee n a nd twent y, fr om
1 to  4 per  cent .  Th e percen tag e increa ses by a  fu rt her  2 pe r cent  between  t he age s of
twen ty and  thir ty an d by only 1 pe r cen t fro m the ag e of thirty on wa rds.  Th e 195 8 and 
19 68  co hor ts sh ow a ver y sim ila r pat ter n to tha t of the  19 53  co hor t,  bu t males in th e
19 63  co hor t are  mo re  likely to have received  a custo dia l sen ten ce (6  pe r cen t by the 
ag e of twe nt y-t hre e com par ed  to  5 pe r cent  at the sa me age  for the  1953 , 195 8 and
19 68  co hor ts). Males in  th e 197 3 and  19 78 co hor ts ar e less like ly to  ha ve re ceived  a
cu st odial se nte nce  ( 1 per ce nt by th e age of  se ven te en com pa red  to  2_ per ce nt at th e
sa me  ag e f or  th e 1 95 3 coho rt ).   Howeve r it is not  p ossible sim ply t o imply tha t d if fer ent 
co ho rts ar e mor e or less ser iou sly crim ina l (me asu re d by imp risonm en t) sin ce  th e use 
of  cust odial se nte nces by th e cour ts ha s cha nge d t hr oug h t he  ye ars.
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Fi gu re 8 Cu mu lat ive  perc ent ag e of the  ma le po pul ati on  gi ven  a cu sto di al
se nt enc e

Fe ma les 

2. 23 Ar ou nd half of one  per cen t of the  fema le po pulation  bo rn in  19 53 ha d rece ived
a cu sto dia l sen ten ce  be for e the  ag e of for ty-six.  The fig ur es for  the six coho rts are
br oa dly similar .
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3.          FREQ UENCY OF  OF FENDI NG

Di st rib uti on  of  co urt a ppe aranc es (T abl es 5a  an d 5 b and  Fi gu re 9)

3. 1 Mo st  of fen de rs have only one  co urt  appe ara nce resu lt ing  in  a co nvict ion  be fo re
th e age  of  fort y-six, wher ea s a fe w have twe nty-on e or mor e.   Offe nd ers wh o have
be en  co nvict ed a num ber  of  time s accoun t for  a hig h pro por tion of th e tota l num ber  of
co ur t a ppe ar ances. 

3. 2 Ta ble 5 sh ows the pe rce nta ge  of  th e pop ula tion wit h 1, 2, 3 etc. cou rt
ap pe ara nce s by the  age spe cifie d and  also th e percen tag e of the  co nvict ed po pulation 
with  1,  2,  3 et c. co urt  ap pe ara nce s.   T he th ird  se ct ion  of  the tab le  sh ows t he pro po rtion
of  a ll cou rt  ap pea ra nce s a ccoun ted  f or by ea ch typ e of off en der .

Ma le s

3. 3 As ment ion ed  in the pa rticip at ion  se ct ion  of  this bu lletin, th irt y thr ee per  cent  of 
th e male p op ula tio n bor n in 195 3 h ad  be en co nvicte d in cou rt  at  le ast once  b efo re th ey
re ached  th e age  of  f ort y-six. This can be sp lit  fu rt her : sixtee n per  ce nt of  th e pop ula tio n
ha d bee n con victed  on only one occasion , 5 per cen t had  be en  co nvict ed on two
occa sio ns,  3  pe r cen t h ad be en con victe d o n thr ee occasion s,  an d 8  p er cen t had  be en 
co nvict ed on  fo ur or  mo re occasion s.  Th e per cen tag e of the  popu lat io n unde r
se ve nte en co nvicte d of a sta nda rd list off en ce has fallen fr om 12 pe r cent  in 1953  to 4
pe r cen t in 197 8 and  th e per cen tag e wit h only one co urt  ap pe ara nce  has falle n from  7
pe r cen t to 2 p er ce nt.  Th is re fle ct s t he in cre ase d use of  caut ion in g f or yo ung  offe nde rs. 

3. 4 Ta king the p opu la tio n o f male of fe nde rs b or n in 1 95 3, half had  ap pe are d in cou rt
on ly on ce be for e the  ag e of for ty- six, 17 pe r cent  had two  cour t app ear ances, 8 pe r
ce nt  ha d thr ee cou rt  ap pea ra nce s and  th e rem ain ing  25 per ce nt had  four  or  more 
co ur t a ppe ar ances. 

3. 5 Th e pro por tion of of fen der s wit h f ou r or mor e cour t app ear an ces be fo re the  age
of  seve nte en  ha s increa sed  slig htly fro m 13 per  ce nt  of  th ose born  in 1953  to 16 per 
ce nt  of  th ose b orn  in 1 978 .

3. 6 Of fe nde rs with mor e tha n o ne  co urt  a ppe ara nce a ccou nt  fo r a  h igh  pr op ort ion  o f
all cou rt ap pea ran ce s.  Two thirds o f a ll th e cour t app ear an ces am assed  by m ale s b or n
in  1 953  ca n be att ribut ed to  th e one -qu art er  of  all off end er s who ha d f our  o r more  cour t
ap pe ara nce s bef ore  the age  of fort y- six.  Co mpa rin g the  six bir th co hor ts be for e the 
ag e of seven tee n, th e percen tag e of cou rt ap pea ran ce s attr ib uta ble  to offe nd ers with 
six or mor e cou rt ap pea ran ce s has in cre ase d fro m 19 per  ce nt  fo r off end ers born  in 
19 53  to  ne ar ly 28 pe r cent  for off en der s bor n in 197 8.  Th e increa se  is like ly to be  a
re su lt of th e incr ea sed  ca ut ion ing  which has me ant  that  of fe nde rs ap pea rin g in cou rt 
ar e mor e likely to  b e re pe at off en der s.



Fi gu re 9 Pe rc ent age  o f male  o ffe nde rs , a ged  un de r s eve nt een 

Fe ma les 

3. 7 Th e pro por tion of the  p opu lat io n with  a  co urt  a ppe ara nce lead in g t o a convict io n
fo r a ' sta nd ard  list ' o ffe nce is m uch lowe r for  fe ma les th an  fo r m ales,  an d the  pr op ort ion 
of  fema le of fen der s wit h only one co urt  ap pe ara nce  is high er  fo r fem ale s tha n for
ma le s. Six per cen t of the  fema le po pulation  bo rn in  19 53 ha d one co urt  ap pe ara nce 
be fo re the  age of fo rty-six,  1 per  cent  ha d two  co ur t appe ar ances an d a fu rt her  1 pe r
ce nt  ha d t hr ee or mo re cou rt  ap pea ra nce s.  Looking  a t t he of fen din g pop ula tion,  74  p er
ce nt  ha d only one co urt  ap pe ara nce , 14 per  cent  ha d two  co ur t appe ar ances,  4 pe r
ce nt  ha d t hr ee cou rt  ap pea ra nce s a nd  8 per  cent  ha d fou r o r mor e cou rt app ea ran ces.

3. 8 As with  ma le  of fen de rs,  th e distribu tio n o f cou rt ap pea ran ce s a mon gst o ffe nd ers
ha s cha nge d ove r the  six coh ort  ye ar s.  Th e pro por tion of of fen der s wit h fou r or mor e
co ur t appe ar ances be for e the  ag e of sevent ee n has st ead ily incr eased  fr om 3 per  ce nt 
in  1 953  to  8  pe r cen t in 1 97 3 with  a  sh arp  incr ease to 16 pe r cent  f or the  1 978  co ho rt. 

3. 9 Th e 8 per ce nt of fe ma le off en der s who  ha d fou r or mor e cour t app ear an ces
acco unt  fo r one  th ir d o f a ll co urt  a ppe ara nces bef or e t he ag e o f f or ty- six.

Su bs equ ent  c ourt a pp earanc es  by  ag e at first  co urt  a ppe ara nc e
(T ab le 6 a nd  Fi gure 10) 

Ma le s

3. 10 Ta ble 6 an d Fig ure  10 sho w tha t male offe nd ers wh o sta rt th eir  cr im ina l car eer 
at  an early age  ar e likely to be con victed  again at a late r age .  Almost 60 per  ce nt  of 
ma le  of fen de rs bor n in 195 3 who  we re  first  convict ed  of  a 'stan dar d list' of fen ce at  th e
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ag e of ten  were  co nvict ed of  fu rth er  of fen ce s with in  five ye ars.  Th is rat e of
re co nviction  de cre ases ste ad ily with  in cre asing  ag e of fir st  co nvict ion , rea ching 48 

pe r cen t by the  ag e of fif te en,  31  per cen t by the  age of twent y, 18  pe r cen t by the  ag e
of  t hir ty an d 1 3 p er  ce nt by th e a ge  of  fo rt y.
3. 11 Th e per cen ta ge of of fen der s who  we nt  on  to  be  convict ed  of  fu rt her  of fe nce s
with in five yea rs of  th eir  first con victio n is hig he r in lat er coh or t year s.  Fo r exa mple 70
pe r cen t o f off end er s born  in 1 978  who wer e fir st co nvicte d at the  a ge of fifte en we nt on
to  be convicted  of  furt her  offe nce s,  co mpa re d with  69 per ce nt bor n in 197 3,  64  pe r
ce nt  bo rn in  19 68,  62 per ce nt bor n in 196 3,  59  pe r cen t bor n in 195 8 and 48  pe r cen t
bo rn  in  19 53 . T he diffe ren ce s b etwee n t he co hor ts dimin ish  with  in cr easing  a ge. 

Fi gu re 10 Pe rc ent age  of offe nd ers  wi th  su bse qu ent  co urt appe aranc es wi thi n
fi ve  ye ars 

Fe ma les 

3. 12 Th e pro por tion of fe male o ff end ers b orn  in  1 953  wh o wer e con victed  o f a  fu rt her 
of fe nce  with in five yea rs ra nge s fro m 5 to  34 per ce nt and  is less depe nde nt  on  ag e of
first convictio n t ha n f or th e m ale s.  Th e p ro por tio ns ar e h ig her  in  late r coh ort  ye ar s.

Prob abi lit y of furth er cou rt  ap pea ra nce s ( Ta ble  7 an d F igu re  11 )

3. 13 Ta ble 7 an d Fig ure  11 show that  th e pro bab ility of  an offe nde r app ear in g again
at  cour t increa ses a s t he nu mbe r o f his or  h er pre vious co ur t a ppe ar ances in cre ase s. 

Ma le s

3. 14 Fo r the  19 53  co hor t the  pr ob abilit y of a con victed  offe nde r wit h one  pr eviou s
co ur t appe ar ance going on to  re ceive  co nvict ion (s)  at a fu rt her  co ur t appe ar ance is 51
pe r cen t; with two  to five  previou s cou rt ap pea ran ce s it is aro und  75 per ce nt.   The 
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pr ob abilit y of fur th er cou rt  ap pea ra nce s rea che s abo ut 85 pe r cent  once  an  offe nde r
ha s six or  more  pr eviou s cou rt app ea ran ces and doe s not  in cr ease much as the 

nu mb er of pr evious cour t a pp ear ances in cre ases. 

3. 15 Th e pat ter n for  th e oth er co hor ts is ve ry similar,  apar t fro m the 19 78 coh or t
wh ich shows slight ly lo wer  prob abilitie s of fur the r cou rt ap pea ran ce s for of fen der s wit h
mo re  th an th ree  pr eviou s cou rt app ea ran ces; this is because tho se bo rn in 19 78 have
no t had  so  m uch  time  in  wh ich t o b e con victe d o f f ur the r o ff ences. 

Fi gu re 11 Prob abi lit y of furth er cou rt  ap pea ra nce s, 19 53 coh ort

Fe ma les 

3. 16 Th e pro bab ility of  furt her  cour t app ear ance s for  of fe nde rs with 1 or 2 cour t
ap pe ara nce s is lower  fo r f em ale s t han f or ma les, a t 26 per  cent  fo r female s wit h 1  cour t
ap pe ara nce  and 47 pe r cent  for fem ales wit h two  co ur t appe ar ances.   Once an
of fe nde r has th ree  or more  cour t app ear ances, fema le s are ju st as likely to be fur th er
co nvict ed at  co urt  a s m ale s. 

Le ng th of crimi nal  c are er (T abl e 8 )

3.17 Th e len gth  of a cr im ina l car eer  is measure d by the  numb er of  ye ars b etween  an
of fe nde r's first and  la st co nviction s;  for per so ns wit h just one  co nvict ion , the 
le ng th of th eir  ca re ers is defined  as bein g ‘le ss th an one  year ’.  The results of
an alysis of the  19 53  co hor t are  sh own in Tab le 8.  The car ee r leng th  ha s bee n
af fe cte d by the  ad ditio n of off ences to  th e sta nda rd  list in  19 95 an d 1996 .  No te
10  give s d eta ils o f t he se add it ion al of fen ces.
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Ma le s

3. 18 Th e majority of  ma le  of fen de rs have sho rt cr iminal care ers, alm ost  55 per ce nt
ha ving car ee rs of le ss tha n a year  in leng th  an d two  th ird s wit h a crim ina l car eer  less
th an  five ye ars in  leng th.  Most  of fe nde rs with a crimin al ca ree r of less tha n one ye ar
ha ve  on ly on e cour t app ear an ce.   Almo st a qua rte r of off end er s have  a cr imina l care er 
of  a t least ten  ye ar s in len gth .  On e in ten  ha s a crim ina l car eer  of a t lea st twe nt y year s
an d 3 per ce nt have a crim in al car ee r of thirty or  more  ye ar s.  Th e ave rag e len gth  of
ca re er is 6. 2 year s if all those wit h just  one con viction ar e includ ed,  or  12.4  ye ar s if
'o nce only' off end er s are exclu ded .  At  th is st age  of follow-up  th e maximu m len gth  of
ca re er possible  wa s 35 yea rs an d an est ima te d 120 of fen der s had  a ca ree r of this
le ng th. 

Fe ma les 

3.19 Eighty per cent of female offenders had a criminal career of less than one
year in length, of whom the majority are 'once only' offenders.  The proportion of
offenders with criminal careers of over ten years is low at only 7 per cent.  The
average length of criminal career for all offenders is 1.8 years, or 7.1 years if all
'once only' offenders are excluded.  An estimated 70 females born in 1953 had a
criminal career of 30 or more years.

Di st rib uti on  of  cu st odi al co urt  ap pe ara nce s throug ho ut the  c onv ict ed  po pul at ion 
(T ab les  9a  a nd 9b) 

Ma le s

3. 20 Twen ty- thr ee  pe r cen t of con victed  male s bor n in 195 3 rece ived at le ast  on e
cu st odial se nte nce  befo re th e age of  fo rty-six.   Most of the se received  th eir first
cu st odial se nte nce  by the ag e of twe nty.  Th e figu re  is slig htly lower for  offe nde rs ag ed
sixt een  or  u nde r, by wh ich  a ge 14 pe r cent  o f o ffe nd ers bo rn  in  19 53  ha d b ee n g ive n at
le ast one cu sto dia l sen ten ce .  Th e rat es fo r the ot her  co ho rts ar e ver y sim ila r to tho se
fo r the  19 53  co hor t. 

3. 21 Mo st  ma le of fen der s who  ha d spe nt time in cu sto dy ha d been  sent enced  to 
cu st ody on ly on ce.   The  pe rcent age  wh o wer e sen ten ced  to cust od y on one  occasio n
de cr eases as th e off end ers get old er , as wou ld be expected .  Ab out  71 per ce nt had 
be en  se nte nced to cu sto dy on  on ly on e occa sion bef or e the ag e of sevent een 
co mp are d wit h 54 per  ce nt be for e the  ag e of for ty- five.   Twe nty nine  pe r cen t of
of fe nde rs with custo dia l sen ten ces rece ive d custod ia l sent en ces on  thre e or mor e
occa sio ns be for e t he  ag e o f for ty- six.  Th e result s for  th e oth er co hor ts ar e very similar .

Fe ma les 

3. 22 Th e pro por tion of th e fema le  po pulat ion  with  at  le ast one cu sto dia l sen ten ce  is
mu ch  lo wer  for fem ales tha n for  ma le s, and  the pro po rtion of  th ose  sent enced  to 
cu st ody on  o nly on e occasion  is high er.   On ly 6 per  cent  of  convict ed  fe males ha d b ee n
give n one or  mo re cu sto dia l sen ten ce s befo re  th e age  of  fo rt y-six an d of the se
of fe nde rs with custo dia l sen ten ces 79 per ce nt had  been  se nt enced to  cu sto dy on  on ly
on e occasion , 10 per  ce nt on  two occasions and 11 pe r cent  on thre e or mor e
occa sio ns. 



Table 1    Cumulative percentage of the population with a conviction, by age.

England and Wales Percentage with a conviction
Males Females
Year of birth Year of birth

Age 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978

10 0.8 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1  -  -  -  -
11 1.7 1.4 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0
12 3.2 2.6 2.1 1.7 0.9 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.0
13 4.9 4.3 3.6 3.0 1.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.2
14 7.4 6.8 6.3 5.1 2.4 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.3 0.4
15 9.5 9.6 9.2 7.7 3.7 2.2 1.4 1.5 1.7 1.1 0.5 0.8
16 11.7 12.4 12.1 10.1 5.5 4.0 1.8 2.1 2.2 1.5 0.7 1.2
17 14.5 15.2 15.3 13.1 8.6 6.3 2.5 2.8 3.0 2.2 1.3 1.8
18 17.1 17.8 18.4 15.8 11.7 9.5 3.0 3.5 3.7 2.8 1.8 2.2
19 19.1 19.9 20.8 18.2 13.7 12.2 3.3 4.1 4.3 3.3 2.3 2.8
20 20.7 21.7 22.6 20.0 15.3 14.8 3.8 4.6 4.9 3.6 2.7 3.0
21 22.1 23.2 24.0 21.5 16.6 4.1 5.2 5.4 4.0 3.0
22 23.3 24.4 25.1 22.6 18.1 4.5 5.6 5.7 4.3 3.3
23 24.4 25.4 25.9 23.5 19.7 4.9 6.0 5.9 4.6 3.6
24 25.3 26.3 26.6 24.1 21.2 5.2 6.3 6.2 4.7 3.9
25 26.1 27.0 27.3 24.8 22.3 5.6 6.6 6.5 4.9 4.2
26 26.8 27.5 27.8 25.4 6.0 6.9 6.7 5.1
27 27.4 28.0 28.4 26.1 6.3 7.1 6.9 5.2
28 28.0 28.5 28.8 26.8 6.5 7.3 7.1 5.4
29 28.5 28.9 29.2 27.4 6.8 7.5 7.2 5.6
30 28.9 29.3 29.5 28.0 7.0 7.7 7.3 5.8
31 29.3 29.6 29.8 7.2 7.8 7.4
32 29.7 30.0 30.2 7.4 7.9 7.5
33 30.0 30.2 30.8 7.5 8.0 7.7
34 30.2 30.4 31.2 7.6 8.1 7.8
35 30.4 30.6 7.7 8.1 8.0
36 30.7 30.9 7.8 8.2
37 30.9 31.1 7.9 8.3
38 31.1 31.5 8.0 8.5
39 31.3 31.9 8.1 8.6
40 31.4 32.2 8.2 8.7
41 31.5 8.3
42 31.8 8.3
43 32.1 8.5
44 32.4 8.6
45 32.6 8.7



Table 2    Estimates of population convicted, population desisting from crime and population criminally active, 1953 cohort.

England and Wales
Males Females

Age Number with a 
conviction

Number 
desisting

Percentage 
desisting

Number 
criminally 
active

Percentage 
criminally 
active

Number with a 
conviction

Number 
desisting

Percentage 
desisting

Number 
criminally 
active

Percentage 
criminally 
active

10 3,000 500 19 3,000 1 200 100 58 200 -
11 3,900 600 15 5,600 2 300 200 59 300 -
12 6,400 1,200 19 10,000 3 700 500 69 800 -
13 8,700 1,700 20 15,100 4 1,100 700 64 1,300 -
14 12,600 3,200 25 21,900 6 1,300 800 60 1,700 1
15 13,400 3,500 26 26,200 7 1,900 1,300 68 2,500 1
16 14,700 3,800 26 30,300 9 1,700 1,200 70 2,600 1
17 19,700 6,000 31 36,400 10 2,400 1,600 66 3,500 1
18 20,300 6,300 31 39,500 11 2,200 1,500 68 3,600 1
19 18,200 6,000 33 40,300 11 1,600 1,000 63 3,300 1
20 16,200 5,300 32 39,900 11 2,000 1,300 67 3,700 1
21 15,600 5,300 34 39,500 11 1,800 1,200 66 3,600 1
22 14,100 4,700 33 38,500 11 1,900 1,300 71 3,700 1
23 13,200 4,900 37 37,600 11 1,900 1,200 67 3,600 1
24 11,200 4,100 37 36,100 10 1,700 1,100 67 3,500 1
25 10,800 4,600 43 34,700 10 1,900 1,300 66 3,600 1
26 9,800 3,700 38 32,700 9 1,900 1,200 66 3,600 1
27 9,200 3,200 35 31,100 9 1,600 1,000 63 3,400 1
28 9,100 3,300 37 29,800 8 1,400 700 52 3,100 1
29 8,700 3,500 40 28,200 8 1,600 1,000 67 3,300 1
30 7,600 3,100 41 26,200 7 1,500 1,000 65 3,100 1
31 7,000 3,000 42 24,400 7 1,300 800 65 2,800 1
32 6,300 2,700 43 22,800 6 1,100 600 54 2,400 1
33 5,600 2,300 42 21,200 6 1,000 600 62 2,300 1
34 5,300 2,500 48 19,800 6 900 500 59 2,000 1
35 4,300 2,100 50 18,000 5 800 500 69 1,900 1
36 4,500 2,200 48 16,600 5 700 500 71 1,700 1
37 4,000 2,000 50 15,300 4 600 400 62 1,500 -
38 3,700 1,800 48 14,000 4 700 500 68 1,500 -
39 3,400 1,600 47 12,800 4 700 500 65 1,400 -
40 3,200 1,700 54 11,800 3 600 400 65 1,200 -

Numbers have been rounded to the nearest 100



Table 3a Males born in 1953,1958,1963,1968,1973 or 1978 and convicted, by offence type.

England and Wales
Estimated number convicted before the age specified ('000's):

Offence type Under
46

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1953 1958 1963 1968 1953 1958 1963 1953 1958 1953

Males
Violence against
the person 2.8 6.0 7.8 7.9 5.3 3.7 11.4 18.9 26.1 24.9 17.3 15.8 17.9 27.6 35.8 35.7 25.5 23.7 32.6 42.9 41.0 26.7 35.6 47.3 28.8 37.8 30.6
Sexual offences 0.9 1.2 1.1 0.8 0.6 0.4 2.5 2.5 2.7 1.7 1.2 0.7 3.7 3.4 3.4 2.5 1.7 4.7 4.3 4.3 3.0 5.4 5.1 5.0 6.0 5.7 6.4
Burglary 16.2 21.4 23.1 19.7 8.1 4.0 24.3 29.4 36.1 31.4 18.0 9.4 28.0 33.1 39.9 35.4 20.7 29.8 34.6 41.9 34.9 30.7 35.3 42.6 31.1 35.5 31.3
Robbery 0.5 1.0 1.1 1.4 1.0 1.1 1.4 2.4 2.7 2.5 2.6 2.8 2.0 3.3 3.5 3.4 3.3 2.6 3.8 4.3 3.8 2.9 4.0 4.8 3.1 4.1 3.2
Theft of a vehicle 7.9 11.1 13.5 9.7 4.3 3.3 19.9 24.2 27.7 21.6 13.1 8.5 23.9 27.8 30.9 24.5 15.0 25.5 28.9 32.1 23.9 26.3 29.4 32.6 26.5 29.5 26.7
Theft from a vehicle 3.0 3.0 3.5 3.3 2.1 1.1 7.8 8.3 12.5 10.0 7.1 3.4 9.8 10.7 15.0 12.1 8.3 11.0 11.9 15.8 12.1 11.4 12.1 16.0 11.6 12.3 11.6
Theft from shops 5.6 6.9 10.3 10.3 4.5 2.6 9.0 11.7 18.2 18.0 11.3 7.8 12.1 15.5 22.6 22.4 14.9 15.4 19.0 25.8 24.3 18.0 20.7 27.8 19.2 21.8 20.2
Other theft 21.6 21.8 22.7 18.5 8.0 4.4 36.5 38.0 45.1 36.8 22.5 12.8 44.3 47.0 54.3 45.0 28.0 50.0 52.4 59.3 46.6 53.2 55.0 61.4 54.7 56.4 55.6
Fraud and forgery 0.8 1.7 2.2 2.1 0.8 0.5 4.4 6.4 10.0 8.7 5.0 3.3 8.6 11.0 15.4 14.1 8.1 12.4 15.3 19.5 16.0 14.6 17.3 21.5 16.0 18.5 16.8
Criminal damage 6.4 11.4 13.5 11.7 5.4 3.2 14.5 24.1 30.4 27.7 15.0 10.7 20.0 30.1 37.6 34.8 19.9 23.9 33.9 42.5 37.0 25.8 36.0 44.6 27.1 37.2 28.0
Drug offences - 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.8 1.0 2.6 4.9 4.5 6.3 7.7 4.4 6.5 9.1 10.4 12.9 7.1 9.1 13.2 15.2 8.7 10.9 16.0 9.7 12.2 10.4
Other indictable offences 1.0 2.9 2.0 2.4 2.0 2.4 6.3 6.8 9.8 10.9 13.5 12.7 8.0 10.8 14.5 19.2 20.6 10.7 13.7 19.4 23.9 12.4 16.1 23.3 13.9 18.0 15.5
Other summary offences 4.1 3.0 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 10.4 6.2 2.9 3.1 4.3 4.0 12.0 7.1 4.1 4.4 5.1 12.5 7.6 4.8 4.7 12.8 7.8 5.1 12.9 8.0 13.0
Motoring offences - 0.1 0.1 0.0 - - 0.4 0.8 1.5 0.6 0.3 12.9 1.3 1.6 2.2 0.6 12.1 1.7 2.3 2.3 10.4 2.1 2.3 10.6 2.1 7.8 7.3

Percentage of the population convicted before the age specified:

Violence against
the person 0.8 1.6 1.8 1.9 1.5 1.2 3.2 5.0 6.0 5.9 4.9 5.2 5.1 7.2 8.2 8.5 7.3 6.7 8.5 9.8 9.8 7.6 9.4 10.8 8.2 9.9 8.7
Sexual offences 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.2 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.6 0.5 1.3 1.1 1.0 0.7 1.5 1.4 1.1 1.7 1.5 1.8
Burglary 4.6 5.6 5.3 4.7 2.3 1.3 6.9 7.7 8.3 7.5 5.2 3.1 7.9 8.7 9.1 8.4 5.9 8.5 9.1 9.6 8.3 8.7 9.3 9.7 8.8 9.3 8.9
Robbery 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.9 0.8 0.8 1.0 0.7 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.1 0.9
Theft of a vehicle 2.2 2.9 3.1 2.3 1.2 1.1 5.6 6.4 6.3 5.1 3.7 2.8 6.8 7.3 7.1 5.8 4.3 7.3 7.6 7.3 5.7 7.5 7.7 7.4 7.5 7.8 7.6
Theft from a vehicle 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.4 2.2 2.2 2.9 2.4 2.0 1.1 2.8 2.8 3.4 2.9 2.4 3.1 3.1 3.6 2.9 3.3 3.2 3.7 3.3 3.2 3.3
Theft from shops 1.6 1.8 2.4 2.5 1.3 0.8 2.5 3.1 4.2 4.3 3.3 2.6 3.5 4.1 5.2 5.3 4.3 4.4 5.0 5.9 5.8 5.1 5.4 6.3 5.5 5.7 5.7
Other theft 6.1 5.7 5.2 4.4 2.3 1.4 10.4 10.0 10.3 8.7 6.5 4.2 12.6 12.3 12.4 10.7 8.0 14.2 13.8 13.5 11.1 15.1 14.4 14.0 15.5 14.8 15.8
Fraud and forgery 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.2 1.3 1.7 2.3 2.1 1.5 1.1 2.4 2.9 3.5 3.4 2.3 3.5 4.0 4.5 3.8 4.2 4.5 4.9 4.6 4.9 4.8
Criminal damage 1.8 3.0 3.1 2.8 1.5 1.0 4.1 6.3 6.9 6.6 4.3 3.5 5.7 7.9 8.6 8.3 5.7 6.8 8.9 9.7 8.8 7.3 9.5 10.2 7.7 9.8 7.9
Drug offences - 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.7 1.1 1.1 1.8 2.5 1.3 1.7 2.1 2.5 3.7 2.0 2.4 3.0 3.6 2.5 2.9 3.7 2.7 3.2 3.0
Other indictable offences 0.3 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.8 1.8 1.8 2.2 2.6 3.9 4.1 2.3 2.8 3.3 4.6 5.9 3.0 3.6 4.4 5.7 3.5 4.2 5.3 4.0 4.7 4.4
Other summary offences 1.2 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 3.0 1.6 0.7 0.7 1.2 1.3 3.4 1.9 0.9 1.1 1.5 3.6 2.0 1.1 1.1 3.6 2.1 1.2 3.7 2.1 3.7
Motoring Offences - 0.0 0.0 0.0 - - 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 4.2 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 3.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 2.5 0.6 0.6 2.4 0.6 2.0 2.1

Under 35 Under 40Under 17 Under 21 Under 25 Under 30



Table 3b Females born in 1953,1958,1963,1968,1973 or 1978 and convicted, by offence type.

England and Wales
Estimated number convicted before the age specified ('000's):

Offence type Under
46

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1953 1958 1963 1968 1953 1958 1963 1953 1958 1953

Females
Violence against
the person 0.3 0.8 1.4 1.3 0.8 1.0 0.8 2.1 3.1 3.0 2.3 2.7 1.5 2.9 3.8 4.2 3.4 2.1 3.4 4.7 5.0 2.5 3.8 5.7 2.9 4.3 3.2
Sexual offences - 0.0 - - - 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1
Burglary 0.6 0.9 1.5 0.9 0.3 0.2 1.1 1.6 2.6 1.6 0.7 0.5 1.3 1.9 2.9 1.8 0.9 1.4 0.1 3.0 1.7 1.5 2.1 3.1 1.5 2.1 1.5
Robbery 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 2.0 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.2
Theft of a vehicle 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.5 1.0 1.2 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.6 1.3 1.4 0.9 0.6 0.7 1.3 1.5 0.9 0.8 1.4 1.5 0.8 1.4 0.8
Theft from a vehicle 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.2
Theft from shops 2.9 3.4 4.5 3.3 1.0 0.9 5.7 7.6 10.0 6.9 3.8 2.8 8.1 10.3 12.5 8.9 4.9 10.5 12.4 14.3 9.5 12.0 13.2 15.2 12.6 13.5 13.0
Other theft 2.6 3.0 3.4 1.9 0.7 0.5 5.4 6.4 8.0 5.2 3.1 2.3 6.9 8.7 10.5 7.1 4.5 8.9 10.5 11.9 7.9 10.0 11.2 12.5 10.5 11.7 10.7
Fraud and forgery 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.4 0.1 0.2 1.2 2.0 3.0 2.5 1.6 1.1 2.2 3.4 4.6 4.0 2.6 3.2 4.8 6.0 4.8 4.1 5.5 6.8 4.6 6.0 4.8
Criminal damage 0.2 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.2 1.6 1.7 1.0 0.8 0.7 1.7 2.3 2.2 1.6 1.3 1.9 2.6 2.5 1.5 2.2 3.0 1.8 2.5 1.9
Drug offences - 0.0 0.1 0.0 - 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.9 0.5 1.0 1.3 1.2 1.7 1.0 1.6 2.0 1.6 1.3 1.9 2.4 1.5 2.0 1.7
Other indictable offences 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.3 1.2 0.8 1.4 1.8 0.3 0.8 1.7 1.7 2.3 0.7 1.2 2.3 2.3 0.8 1.4 2.9 1.1 1.8 1.3
Other summary offences 0.3 0.1 0.1 - 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 1.1 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.2 1.2 0.4 0.3 0.2 1.2 0.4 0.0 1.2 0.4 1.3
Motoring offences - - - - - - - - - - - 0.8 0.0 0.0 - - 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.6 0.8

Percentage of the population convicted before the age specified:

Violence against
the person 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.9 0.4 0.8 0.9 1.1 1.0 0.6 0.9 1.1 1.3 0.8 1.0 1.4 0.9 1.2 1.0
Sexual offences - 0.0 - - - 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Burglary 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.5
Robbery 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Theft of a vehicle 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3
Theft from a vehicle 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Theft from shops 2.9 0.9 1.1 0.8 0.3 0.3 1.7 2.1 2.4 1.7 1.2 1.0 2.4 2.9 3.0 2.2 1.5 3.2 3.5 3.4 2.4 3.6 3.7 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.9
Other theft 2.6 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.2 1.6 1.8 1.9 1.3 1.0 0.8 2.1 2.4 2.5 1.8 1.4 2.7 2.9 2.9 2.0 3.0 3.1 3.0 3.2 3.3 3.2
Fraud and forgery 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.7 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.4 1.5 1.2 1.3 1.5 1.6 1.4 1.7 1.5
Criminal damage 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.6
Drug offences - 0.0 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.5
Other indictable offences 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.3 0.5 0.4
Other summary offences 0.3 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.1 1.0 0.4 0.1 0.4
Motoring offences - - - - - - - - - - - 0.3 0.0 0.0 - - 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.2

Under 35 Under 40Under 17 Under 21 Under 25 Under 30



Table 4 Cumulative percentage of the population with a custodial sentence, by age.

England and Wales Percentage with a custodial sentence
Males Females
Year of birth Year of birth

Age 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978

10 - - - - - - - - - - - -
11 0.1 0.1 - - - - - - - - - -
12 0.3 0.1 - - - - - - - - - -
13 0.5 0.1 - - - - - - - - - -
14 0.8 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.1 - - - - - - -
15 1.2 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.3 0.2 0.1 - - - - -
16 1.7 1.3 1.6 1.4 0.6 0.5 0.1 0.1 - - - -
17 2.5 2.2 2.6 2.1 1.0 1.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 - 0.1
18 3.3 2.9 3.5 2.8 1.6 1.8 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
19 3.9 3.5 4.3 3.5 2.3 2.7 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2
20 4.2 3.9 4.9 4.0 2.8 3.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3
21 4.5 4.3 5.4 4.3 3.5 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2
22 4.8 4.6 5.7 4.7 4.0 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2
23 5.0 5.0 6.0 5.0 4.5 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3
24 5.2 5.3 6.2 5.2 4.9 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3
25 5.4 5.5 6.4 5.4 5.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4
26 5.6 5.7 6.6 5.7 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3
27 5.7 5.9 6.7 6.0 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3
28 5.9 6.0 6.9 6.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3
29 6.1 6.2 7.0 6.5 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.4
30 6.2 6.3 7.2 6.7 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.4
31 6.3 6.4 7.3 0.4 0.5 0.5
32 6.5 6.5 7.4 0.4 0.5 0.5
33 6.6 6.5 7.6 0.4 0.5 0.5
34 6.7 6.7 7.8 0.4 0.5 0.5
35 6.7 6.7 7.9 0.4 0.5 0.6
36 6.8 6.8 0.4 0.5
37 6.9 6.9 0.4 0.5
38 6.9 7.1 0.4 0.5
39 7.0 7.2 0.4 0.6
40 7.1 7.3 0.5 0.6
41 7.1 0.5
42 7.2 0.5
43 7.3 0.5
44 7.4 0.5
45 7.5 0.5



Table 5a  Males born in 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973 or 1978 and convicted of a 'standard list' offence by number of court appearances.

England and Wales
Number of 
court 
appearances

Under 
46

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1953 1958 1963 1968 1953 1958 1963 1953 1958 1953
As a percentage of the total male population:
0 88.3 87.6 87.9 89.9 94.6 96.1 79.3 78.3 79.2 80.0 84.7 85.2 74.7 73.7 73.4 75.9 78.9 71.5 71.1 70.8 72.6 69.7 69.6 68.8 68.7 68.1 67.4
1 7.1 7.0 6.9 5.7 3.0 2.4 11.4 11.1 10.2 10.2 7.8 8.0 13.4 13.1 12.6 11.8 11.1 14.7 14.1 13.6 13.5 15.3 14.8 14.5 15.7 15.7 16.4
2 1.9 2.4 2.3 1.9 1.1 0.7 3.5 3.9 3.8 3.6 2.3 2.4 4.2 4.4 4.5 4.0 3.0 4.7 4.7 4.9 4.3 5.0 4.9 5.1 5.2 5.0 5.4
3 1.1 1.2 1.1 0.9 0.6 0.3 1.9 2.0 2.0 1.8 1.4 1.3 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.3 1.6 2.5 2.5 2.6 2.4 2.6 2.5 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.7
4 0.6 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.2 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.1 1.0 0.8 1.5 1.6 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.6 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.8
5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.1 1.1 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.3
6-10 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.2 1.6 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.6 1.2 2.1 2.5 2.8 2.5 2.2 2.5 2.9 3.1 2.6 2.7 3.1 3.2 2.7 3.2 2.8
11-20 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 - - 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.9 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.5 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.9 1.5 1.8 1.7
21 or more - - - - - - - - 0.1 - - - 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.5

As a percentage of male offenders:
1 61.1 56.1 56.8 56.7 54.6 59.6 55.1 51.3 49.1 51.2 51.4 54.3 52.7 49.7 47.3 48.9 52.5 51.5 48.7 46.5 49.1 50.6 48.6 46.7 50.2 49.2 50.2
2 16.4 19.2 19.4 18.8 19.8 17.3 16.9 17.8 18.0 18.1 15.0 16.3 16.7 16.7 17.0 16.8 14.1 16.5 16.2 16.7 15.7 16.5 16.1 16.4 16.6 15.6 16.6
3 9.7 10.0 9.5 9.4 10.4 7.6 9.2 9.0 9.8 9.2 9.1 8.8 9.2 9.1 9.3 9.4 7.7 8.8 8.8 9.1 8.6 8.6 8.3 8.6 8.5 8.4 8.4
4 5.0 6.5 5.1 5.8 5.5 5.4 5.6 6.2 6.2 5.6 6.3 5.4 5.8 6.1 6.4 6.0 5.5 5.5 6.1 6.0 5.9 5.6 6.0 6.0 5.7 5.7 5.6
5 3.3 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.1 2.9 3.9 4.1 4.3 3.8 4.5 4.0 3.4 4.3 4.1 3.7 4.0 4.0 4.2 4.1 3.9 3.9 4.2 4.0 3.8 3.9 3.9
6-10 3.9 4.4 4.7 4.8 5.7 6.0 7.5 9.2 9.6 9.6 10.7 8.1 8.4 9.5 10.7 10.3 10.3 8.8 10.1 10.6 9.6 8.9 10.0 10.3 8.7 10.1 8.6
11-20 0.4 0.8 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.2 1.7 2.2 2.6 2.4 2.8 2.9 3.4 4.2 4.6 4.4 5.4 4.3 5.1 5.9 5.8 4.9 5.5 6.2 4.9 5.7 5.1
21 or more 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.1 - - 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.3 1.8 1.4 1.6 1.6

Percentage of court appearances attributable to offenders who had 1, 2, 3 etc. court appearances of offenders:
1 31.2 26.7 25.8 26.6 25.5 28.0 22.9 19.6 17.5 19.4 18.5 19.4 19.5 16.9 14.8 16.0 16.7 17.3 15.2 13.3 14.5 16.1 14.4 12.6 15.4 14.1 15.1
2 16.7 18.3 17.6 17.6 18.5 16.3 14.1 13.6 12.8 13.7 10.8 13.7 12.4 11.4 10.6 10.9 9.0 11.1 10.1 9.6 9.3 10.5 9.5 8.9 10.2 8.9 9.9
3 14.9 14.3 12.9 13.2 14.6 10.7 11.5 10.4 10.4 10.5 9.8 10.5 10.2 9.2 8.8 9.3 7.3 8.9 8.2 7.8 7.6 8.2 7.4 7.0 7.8 7.2 7.7
4 10.2 12.4 9.3 11.0 10.3 10.1 9.3 9.5 8.8 8.4 9.1 8.4 8.5 8.3 8.0 7.8 7.0 7.5 7.6 6.9 7.0 7.1 7.1 6.4 7.0 6.6 6.8
5 8.5 7.2 7.3 7.9 7.3 6.8 8.0 7.9 7.6 7.1 8.0 7.1 6.3 7.4 6.4 6.1 6.3 6.7 6.5 5.9 5.7 6.2 6.2 5.4 5.9 5.5 5.8
6-10 14.1 14.7 15.1 16.0 18.3 20.4 23.2 25.8 25.7 26.5 28.6 26.5 23.2 24.3 25.4 25.6 24.9 22.5 24.0 22.8 21.4 21.3 22.4 21.1 20.4 21.9 19.6
11-20 2.9 5.2 5.8 6.6 5.6 7.8 9.3 11.5 12.5 12.1 13.0 12.1 16.3 18.8 19.9 19.8 23.7 20.3 22.4 23.8 24.5 21.7 23.1 23.7 21.2 23.1 21.4
21 or more 1.5 1.2 6.2 1.1 - - 1.7 1.8 4.7 2.3 2.2 2.3 3.6 3.8 6.2 4.6 5.1 5.9 6.0 10.0 10.0 8.9 9.9 15.1 12.2 12.7 13.9

Under 35 Under 40Under 17 Under 21 Under 25 Under 30



Table 5b    Females born in 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973 or 1978 and convicted of a 'standard list' offence by number of court appearances.

England and Wales

Number of 
court 
appearances

Under 
46

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1953 1958 1963 1968 1953 1958 1963 1953 1958 1953
As a percentage of the total female population:
0 98.2 97.9 97.8 98.5 99.3 98.8 96.3 95.4 95.1 96.4 97.3 97.0 94.8 93.7 93.8 95.3 96.1 93.2 92.5 92.8 94.4 92.4 91.9 92.2 91.9 91.4 91.3
1 1.5 1.7 1.6 1.1 0.6 0.7 3.0 3.6 3.4 2.7 1.8 1.6 4.1 4.7 4.2 3.4 2.6 5.1 5.4 4.8 3.9 5.7 5.7 5.2 6.0 6.1 6.4
2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.9 1.0 0.7 0.5 1.0 1.1 1.2 0.8 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.1 1.3 1.2
3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 - 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.4
4 - - 0.1 0.1 - 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3
5 - - - - - - - - 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 - 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1
6-10 - - - - - 0.1 - 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2
11-20 - - - - - - - - - - - 0.1 - - 0.1 - 0.1 - - 0.1 - 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
21 or more - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

As a percentage of all female offenders:
1 82.3 79.9 72.5 74.1 75.4 59.6 79.9 77.4 69.7 73.5 68.5 54.3 78.2 74.2 67.5 70.8 66.1 75.7 72.4 66.4 69.5 74.3 71.0 66.4 74.2 71.0 74.3
2 12.3 13.5 17.5 14.9 12.6 17.3 12.2 12.9 16.4 13.7 13.9 16.3 12.7 14.5 16.5 13.9 13.7 14.3 15.1 16.6 13.4 14.2 15.3 16.1 14.1 15.2 13.9
3 2.8 2.8 5.6 5.5 4.4 7.6 4.5 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.5 8.8 4.0 4.7 6.1 7.0 6.8 4.0 5.0 6.2 6.7 4.7 5.3 6.3 4.2 5.1 4.1
4 1.5 1.9 2.5 3.6 4.9 5.4 1.5 2.3 2.7 2.9 3.7 5.4 2.3 2.7 3.5 3.3 3.4 2.7 2.8 3.7 3.9 2.7 3.0 3.4 2.9 3.0 2.9
5 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.4 0.5 2.9 0.8 0.8 1.4 0.9 1.9 4.0 0.9 1.4 1.6 1.6 2.6 0.9 1.7 2.0 1.7 1.2 1.9 1.8 1.0 2.1 1.0
6-10 0.6 1.4 1.1 0.8 2.2 6.0 1.0 2.2 3.1 2.4 4.9 8.1 1.3 1.9 3.8 2.5 5.5 1.8 2.4 4.0 3.4 1.8 2.6 4.5 2.4 2.7 2.6
11-20 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.6 - 1.2 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.6 2.9 0.5 0.6 0.9 0.6 1.6 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.6 1.4 0.9 0.8 1.0
21 or more - - - - - - - 0.1 - - - 0.2 - 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 - 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2

Percentage of court appearances attributable to offenders who had 1, 2, 3 etc. court appearances:
1 63.9 57.9 48.6 49.4 50.2 52.4 58.6 51.8 41.4 45.7 37.3 36.8 53.8 46.8 37.0 40.2 31.3 49.1 44.0 34.6 36.5 45.9 41.4 33.0 44.7 40.4 43.8
2 19.1 19.6 23.4 19.8 16.7 23.2 17.9 17.2 19.5 17.1 15.1 15.5 17.5 18.2 18.1 15.8 13.0 18.5 18.3 17.3 14.1 17.6 17.9 16.0 17.0 17.3 16.4
3 6.4 6.0 11.3 11.0 8.7 10.8 9.9 8.1 10.8 11.2 10.6 13.1 8.3 8.9 10.0 11.9 9.7 7.9 9.0 9.7 10.6 8.8 9.3 9.4 7.6 8.7 7.2
4 4.6 5.5 6.8 9.6 13.1 9.6 4.3 6.3 6.5 7.1 8.1 10.4 6.4 6.9 7.8 7.5 6.4 6.9 6.8 7.6 8.3 6.7 7.0 6.7 7.1 6.9 6.8
5 0.8 1.3 1.9 1.4 1.8 4.0 3.1 2.6 4.2 2.8 5.2 7.6 3.1 4.5 4.3 4.5 6.1 2.8 5.1 5.3 4.6 3.6 5.6 4.5 3.0 5.9 2.9
6-10 3.3 7.2 5.5 3.8 9.5 - 5.4 10.1 13.0 10.6 18.9 13.2 6.6 8.9 15.3 10.6 18.5 8.7 10.5 15.9 13.3 8.1 11.2 17.3 10.2 11.4 11.0
11-20 1.8 2.5 2.5 5.0 - - 0.9 2.6 4.7 5.5 4.8 3.4 4.3 4.8 6.3 5.2 11.1 6.1 4.3 6.7 6.9 7.9 4.6 9.0 7.6 6.2 8.6
21 or more - - - - - - - 1.4 - - - - - 1.0 1.3 4.3 4.0 - 2.0 2.9 5.8 1.5 3.1 4.1 2.8 3.2 3.2

Under 35 Under 40Under 17 Under 21 Under 25 Under 30



Table 6    Percentage of offenders with at least one subsequent court appearance within 5 years of their first, by age of first appearance.

England and Wales Percentage of offenders
Males Females
Year of birth Year of birth

Age at first 
court 
appearance 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978

10 58 70 67 78 76 50 25 35 50 50 100 -
11 61 72 77 66 67 79 28 19 67 45 50 -
12 62 68 71 66 72 92 23 35 49 24 40 33
13 54 68 73 66 80 79 34 29 48 44 60 80
14 56 61 66 67 77 76 29 29 44 30 47 57
15 48 59 62 64 69 70 22 33 39 39 42 61
16 51 50 58 58 64 21 29 33 36 44
17 42 47 50 50 54 23 28 33 27 34
18 40 39 45 44 46 18 23 25 27 37
19 37 36 36 35 42 23 24 24 24 32
20 31 30 29 31 36 22 22 26 21 28
21 28 30 26 28 23 23 25 26
22 27 27 27 24 12 17 19 20
23 23 20 21 21 16 27 20 20
24 22 19 22 21 25 19 17 12
25 16 27 19 18 19 23 16 16
26 23 17 19 17 17 25
27 23 17 19 24 11 11
28 21 19 13 25 29 27
29 17 17 20 15 25 22
30 18 19 20 15 15 23
31 16 11 11 13
32 15 15 19 17
33 16 6 22 26
34 11 18 23 23
35 7 9 8 26
36 12 18
37 13 5
38 7 10
39 16 11
40 13 14



Table 7 Percentage with further court appearances, by number of previous court apearances:offenders born in 1953,
1958, 1963, 1968, 1973 or 1978.

England and Wales Percentage of offenders

Number of 
previous court 
appearances Males Females(1)

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978
0 33 32 31 28 22 15 9 9 8 6 4 3
1 51 53 55 52 49 47 26 31 36 32 36 36
2 67 70 70 70 70 64 47 50 54 57 60 65
3 76 78 78 75 76 71 65 62 64 64 66 60
4 78 79 79 78 80 75 62 64 72 67 74 57
5 81 83 83 82 80 73 78 66 80 77 84 80
6 85 82 83 82 82 79 76 72 81 81 64 48
7 83 85 86 85 83 75 76 77 82 64 90 90
8 87 84 84 83 81 75 84 84 81 71 79 95
9 87 86 88 86 85 83 86 83 85 73 58 61

10 85 86 86 87 84 80 81 71 73 83 96 36
11 87 87 86 87 82 79 90 67 79 84 80 100
12 85 85 88 84 83 76 96 83 85 100 80 60
13 85 86 87 88 80 77 96 100 71 95 100 33
14 91 92 87 82 83 72 88 69 90 95 81 100
15 86 86 89 90 80 76 62 91 96 89 100 0
16 85 87 84 84 84 90 85 90 76 76 69 0
17 90 88 90 83 81 93 91 78 79 100 100 0
18 87 86 86 91 74 73 80 100 93 100 89 0
19 89 89 85 92 79 79 100 100 64 100 63 0

20 or more 91 88 91 86 84 74 77 84 93 88 90 0

   (1)   The analysis for female offencers with large numbers of previous convictions is based on small numbers of offenders, and is thus sensitive to fluctuation.



Table 8          Length of criminal career of offenders born in 1953.

England and Wales

Length of criminal 
career

Number of 
male offenders

Percentage of 
all male 

offenders

Number of 
female 

offenders

Percentage of 
all female 
offenders

less than 1 year 62,010 55 22,890 80
1 - <2 3,300 3 860 3
2 - <3 3,090 3 660 2
3 - <4 3,000 3 440 2
4 - <5 2,740 2 390 1
5 - <6 2,440 2 330 1
6 - <7 2,260 2 330 1
7 - <8 2,300 2 360 1
8 - <9 2,070 2 310 1
9 - <10 2,240 2 170 1
10 - <11 1,770 2 170 1
11 - <12 1,830 2 230 1
12 - <13 1,920 2 180 1
13 - <14 1,590 1 180 1
14 - <15 1,760 2 130 0
15 - <16 1,560 1 130 0
16 - <17 1,640 1 130 0
17 - <18 1,560 1 180 1
18 - <19 1,350 1 80 0
19 - <20 980 1 40 0
20 - <21 1,440 1 130 0
21 - <22 950 1 50 0
22 - <23 1,170 1 0 0
23 - <24 1,010 1 10 0
24 - <25 870 1 50 0
25 - <26 1,120 1 30 0
26 - <27 900 1 70 0
27 - <28 1,090 1 40 0
28 - <29 1,070 1 90 0
29 - <30 610 1 10 0
30 or more 3,090 3 70 0

Total 114,740 100 28,740 100



Table 9a Convicted males born in 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973 or 1978 who have received a custodial sentence in the period 1963-1999, by age.

England and Wales
Number of 
court 
appearances 
leading to 
custody

Under 
46

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1953 1958 1963 1968 1953 1958 1963 1953 1958 1953

Estimated number of offenders
0 35160 42470 45580 36600 17150 10610 57940 67690 77760 67210 43570 35070 70760 80210 88840 79910 56930 78930 86770 96480 88330 83020 90630 101900 85400 94390 88500

1 4190 3650 5530 4070 1380 1120 9020 8790 12420 9870 6510 6510 10000 10730 15070 12130 10010 11280 12440 17120 15300 12390 13380 18900 13230 14690 14110

2 1300 790 1260 1200 350 230 2890 3110 4390 3210 1680 1780 3690 3810 5060 3940 3070 3990 3990 5490 4450 4080 4330 6020 4280 4430 4630

3 310 260 230 340 120 90 1640 1290 2120 1600 790 660 1790 2090 2820 1910 1610 2110 2440 2820 2090 2330 2540 2980 2370 2470 2430

4 80 50 70 140 30 40 730 900 1030 1130 340 610 1110 1250 1760 1480 790 1240 1400 1950 1740 1370 1430 1960 1390 1570 1440

5 10 70 10 70 10 50 380 550 640 440 220 330 790 810 1080 680 570 880 960 1310 960 870 1040 1250 910 1090 880

6 to 10 10 10 80 50 30 . 270 310 480 570 200 400 990 1290 1590 1440 790 1650 1920 2250 2200 1920 2200 2860 1940 2440 2030

11 or more 10 10 30 10 . . 10 10 100 30 . . 40 40 160 90 80 200 230 380 330 460 380 640 590 470 720

All 41070 47310 52790 42480 19070 12140 72880 82650 98940 84060 53310 45360 89170 100230 116380 101580 73850 100280 110150 127800 115400 106440 115930 136510 110110 121550 114740

Percentage of male offenders
0 85.6% 89.8% 86.3% 86.2% 89.9% 87.4% 79.5% 81.9% 78.6% 80.0% 81.7% 77.3% 79.4% 80.0% 76.3% 78.7% 77.1% 78.7% 78.8% 75.5% 76.5% 78.0% 78.2% 74.6% 77.6% 77.7% 77.1%

1 10.2% 7.7% 10.5% 9.6% 7.2% 9.2% 12.4% 10.6% 12.6% 11.7% 12.2% 14.4% 11.2% 10.7% 12.9% 11.9% 13.6% 11.2% 11.3% 13.4% 13.3% 11.6% 11.5% 13.8% 12.0% 12.1% 12.3%

2 3.2% 1.7% 2.4% 2.8% 1.8% 1.9% 4.0% 3.8% 4.4% 3.8% 3.2% 3.9% 4.1% 3.8% 4.3% 3.9% 4.2% 4.0% 3.6% 4.3% 3.9% 3.8% 3.7% 4.4% 3.9% 3.6% 4.0%

3 0.8% 0.5% 0.4% 0.8% 0.6% 0.7% 2.3% 1.6% 2.1% 1.9% 1.5% 1.5% 2.0% 2.1% 2.4% 1.9% 2.2% 2.1% 2.2% 2.2% 1.8% 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 2.0% 2.1%

4 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.3% 1.0% 1.1% 1.0% 1.3% 0.6% 1.3% 1.2% 1.2% 1.5% 1.5% 1.1% 1.2% 1.3% 1.5% 1.5% 1.3% 1.2% 1.4% 1.3% 1.3% 1.3%

5 . 0.1% . 0.2% 0.1% 0.4% 0.5% 0.7% 0.6% 0.5% 0.4% 0.7% 0.9% 0.8% 0.9% 0.7% 0.8% 0.9% 0.9% 1.0% 0.8% 0.8% 0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 0.9% 0.8%

6 to 10 . . 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% . 0.4% 0.4% 0.5% 0.7% 0.4% 0.9% 1.1% 1.3% 1.4% 1.4% 1.1% 1.6% 1.7% 1.8% 1.9% 1.8% 1.9% 2.1% 1.8% 2.0% 1.8%

11 or more . . . . . . . . 0.1% . . . . . 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.4% 0.3% 0.5% 0.5% 0.4% 0.6%

Percentage of offenders given custody
1 70.9% 75.4% 76.7% 69.2% 71.9% 73.2% 60.4% 58.8% 58.6% 58.6% 66.8% 63.3% 54.3% 53.6% 54.7% 56.0% 59.2% 52.8% 53.2% 54.7% 56.5% 52.9% 52.9% 54.6% 53.5% 54.1% 53.8%

2 22.0% 16.3% 17.5% 20.4% 18.2% 15.0% 19.3% 20.8% 20.7% 19.1% 17.2% 17.3% 20.0% 19.0% 18.4% 18.2% 18.1% 18.7% 17.1% 17.5% 16.4% 17.4% 17.1% 17.4% 17.3% 16.3% 17.6%

3 5.2% 5.4% 3.2% 5.8% 6.3% 5.9% 11.0% 8.6% 10.0% 9.5% 8.1% 6.4% 9.7% 10.4% 10.2% 8.8% 9.5% 9.9% 10.4% 9.0% 7.7% 9.9% 10.0% 8.6% 9.6% 9.1% 9.3%

4 1.4% 1.0% 1.0% 2.4% 1.6% 2.6% 4.9% 6.0% 4.9% 6.7% 3.5% 5.9% 6.0% 6.2% 6.4% 6.8% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 6.2% 6.4% 5.8% 5.7% 5.7% 5.6% 5.8% 5.5%

5 0.2% 1.4% 0.1% 1.2% 0.5% 3.3% 2.5% 3.7% 3.0% 2.6% 2.3% 3.2% 4.3% 4.0% 3.9% 3.1% 3.4% 4.1% 4.1% 4.2% 3.5% 3.7% 4.1% 3.6% 3.7% 4.0% 3.4%

6 to 10 0.2% 0.2% 1.1% 0.9% 1.6% . 1.8% 2.1% 2.3% 3.4% 2.1% 3.9% 5.4% 6.4% 5.8% 6.6% 4.7% 7.7% 8.2% 7.2% 8.1% 8.2% 8.7% 8.3% 7.9% 9.0% 7.7%
11 or more 0.2% 0.2% 0.4% 0.2% . . 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 0.2% . . 0.2% 0.2% 0.6% 0.4% 0.5% 0.9% 1.0% 1.2% 1.2% 2.0% 1.5% 1.8% 2.4% 1.7% 2.7%

Under 35 Under 40Under 17 Under 21 Under 25 Under 30



Table 9b Convicted females born in 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973 or 1978 who have received a custodial sentence in the period 1963-1999, by age.

England and Wales

Number of court 
appearances 
leading to 
custody

Under 
46

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1953 1958 1963 1968 1953 1958 1963 1953 1958 1953

Estimated number of offenders
0 5870 7300 9140 6100 2160 2190 11970 16010 19490 13790 7560 7270 16610 2157 24270 17920 11530 21420 25370 28010 20980 23940 27150 30210 25570 28780 27000
1 230 160 120 20 110 80 460 460 720 550 500 650 610 810 1080 730 860 820 1180 1440 1120 1090 1300 1790 1140 1470 1370
2 . 30 40 0 50 30 30 130 90 70 260 90 80 200 140 130 100 120 250 180 160 100 300 260 130 330 170
3 . . . . 30 . 10 70 40 40 180 10 50 30 70 80 100 70 40 100 30 70 40 140 80 40 80
4 . . 10 . 10 . . 10 70 30 100 10 10 120 80 10 10 10 120 50 70 70 120 40 40 90 40
5 10 . . . 10 . . . 10 10 90 . . . 30 30 10 10 10 30 10 10 30 40 30 40 10
6 to 10 . . . . 10 . 10 10 . 10 100 . 10 30 30 40 10 30 40 50 50 40 40 70 50 50 70
11 or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 . . . . 10 . . . . . .
All 6110 7490 9310 6120 2380 2300 12480 16690 20420 14500 8790 8030 17370 22740 25700 18950 12620 22480 27010 29860 22430 25320 28980 32550 27040 30800 28740

Percentage of female offenders
0 96.1% 97.5% 98.2% 99.7% 90.8% 95.2% 95.9% 95.9% 95.4% 95.1% 86.0% 90.5% 95.6% 9.5% 94.4% 94.6% 91.4% 95.3% 93.9% 93.8% 93.5% 94.5% 93.7% 92.8% 94.6% 93.4% 93.9%
1 3.8% 2.1% 1.3% 0.3% 4.6% 3.5% 3.7% 2.8% 3.5% 3.8% 5.7% 8.1% 3.5% 3.6% 4.2% 3.9% 6.8% 3.6% 4.4% 4.8% 5.0% 4.3% 4.5% 5.5% 4.2% 4.8% 4.8%
2 . 0.4% 0.4% 0.0% 2.1% 1.3% 0.2% 0.8% 0.4% 0.5% 3.0% 1.1% 0.5% 0.9% 0.5% 0.7% 0.8% 0.5% 0.9% 0.6% 0.7% 0.4% 1.0% 0.8% 0.5% 1.1% 0.6%
3 . . . . 1.3% . 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 0.3% 2.0% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.4% 0.8% 0.3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 0.1% 0.3%
4 . . 0.1% . 0.4% . . 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 1.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.4% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.4% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.1%
5 0.2% . . . 0.4% . . . 0.0% 0.1% 1.0% . . . 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0%
6 to 10 . . . . 0.4% . 0.1% 0.1% . 0.1% 1.1% . 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2%
11 or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.1% . . . . 0.0% . . . . . .

Percentage of offenders given custody
1 95.8% 84.2% 70.6% 100.0% 50.0% 72.7% 90.2% 67.6% 77.4% 77.5% 40.7% 52.8% 80.3% 68.1% 75.5% 70.9% 78.9% 77.4% 72.0% 77.8% 77.2% 79.0% 71.0% 76.5% 77.6% 72.8% 78.7%
2 . 15.8% 23.5% 0.0% 22.7% 27.3% 5.9% 19.1% 9.7% 9.9% 21.1% 7.3% 10.5% 16.8% 9.8% 12.6% 9.2% 11.3% 15.2% 9.7% 11.0% 7.2% 16.4% 11.1% 8.8% 16.3% 9.8%
3 . . . . 13.6% . 2.0% 10.3% 4.3% 5.6% 14.6% 0.8% 6.6% 2.5% 4.9% 7.8% 9.2% 6.6% 2.4% 5.4% 2.1% 5.1% 2.2% 6.0% 5.4% 2.0% 4.6%
4 . . 5.9% . 4.5% . . 1.5% 7.5% 4.2% 8.1% 0.8% 1.3% 10.1% 5.6% 1.0% 0.9% 0.9% 7.3% 2.7% 4.8% 5.1% 6.6% 1.7% 2.7% 4.5% 2.3%
5 4.2% . . . 4.5% . . . 1.1% 1.4% 7.3% . . . 2.1% 2.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.6% 1.6% 0.7% 0.7% 1.6% 1.7% 2.0% 2.0% 0.6%
6 to 10 . . . . 4.5% . 2.0% 1.5% . 1.4% 8.1% . 1.3% 2.5% 2.1% 3.9% 0.9% 2.8% 2.4% 2.7% 3.4% 2.9% 2.2% 3.0% 3.4% 2.5% 4.0%
11 or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.0% . . . . 0.7% . . . . . .

Under 35 Under 40Under 17 Under 21 Under 25 Under 30



NO TES

Da ta  so urces

1. Th e est ima te s in this bullet in are  base d on dat a fro m the Of fen der s Ind ex,  a
da ta base wh ich cont ains the  crim ina l histor ie s of all th ose  peop le co nvicte d of a
st an dar d list offe nce, in En gla nd an d Wale s,  fr om 19 63.   Each crim in al histo ry inclu des
in fo rma tio n on the  offe nde r' s cour t app ear an ces with , in each case , the  of fe nce  fo r
wh ich he or she  ha s bee n con victed  and the  sent ence imp ose d by the  cour t.  The
da ta base h as been bu ilt  up  f rom  re po rts on  cour t a pp ear ances su bmitt ed by co urt s a nd 
th e police  t o t he Ho me Off ice.

2. Of fe nde rs with ide nt ica l sur nam e, in itials, gen der , dat e of bir th an d, if pr esent ,
Cr im ina l Record  Of fice num be r are au tom atica lly linked on th e data ba se.   Som e
re co rds fo r an off en der  co me  in  with  mis-spe lt sur na mes, diff ering nu mbe rs of  in itials
et c and  ar e not  im me dia tely lin ked .  On ce a sam ple  of offe nd ers ha s bee n select ed fo r
an alysis the n comp ut er pro gr ams with  ma tch in g soft wa re are  run which  tr y to ide ntify
of fe nde rs with sim ilar det ails;  th e out put  is insp ected  ma nu ally and  re cor ds me rge d as
ne ce ssa ry. 

3. Six coh ort  samp les have  be en  extra ct ed fro m the  In de x, one  for each  of the
ye ar s 1953 , 195 8, 19 63,  19 68 , 1973  and 197 8.   Each  coho rt co nta ins t he off en der s on
th e Ind ex wh o were  born  in  four  we eks of the  ye ar,  one wee k in each qua rte r.   The
sa me  fo ur we eks ar e use d for  ea ch co hor t.  T he wee ks ar e 3-9  Ma rch , 19- 25 Ju ne,  28 
Se pt emb er - 4 O cto be r a nd 17 -23  De ce mbe r.

4. Co mp arison s bet wee n coh ort s are  af fe cte d by cha nge s in the  prop ort io n of
kn own o ffe nd ers ca ut ion ed.   No inf or mat ion  o n caut io nin g is held o n the  In de x.

5. At  the tim e of pre pa rin g the  bu lle tin the In dex cover ed con victions up until the 
en d of 199 9.   All six coho rt s h ave  b een  up da ted  to  include  t his in fo rma tio n. 

6. Wh en  an alysing the  info rma tion we ha ve ign or ed con victions that  occu r on or
af te r the oldest age  co ver ed  in  th e par ticular coh or t beca use we have inco mp let e
in fo rma tio n for  th at  ye ar.   For  exam ple , in the  19 53  co hor t we have ign ore d con victions
fr om  ag e 46 onward s because we have only tho se con victions that  occu rre d fro m the
of fe nde r's 46th  birt hda y to the  en d of 199 9,  a len gt h of tim e that  varies accor din g to
birt h d ate .

Po pu lat ion  e stimat es

7. Th e pro ced ur e used  to obta in  po pulat ion  estimat es wa s to multip ly th e coho rt 
re su lt by 13  to  give  an  estimat e of the  nu mb er of of fen der s we wou ld  ha ve ob tained  if
we  had taken  all off end ers born  in  the yea r (i. e. 52  we eks) con cer ne d.  Pr op ort ion s of
th e gen era l pop ula tion wer e the n obt ain ed by re lat in g this estimat e to the  numb er of 
live  birth s in the  coho rt ye ar,  se pa rat ely for males an d fem ale s.  The num be rs of live
birt hs in th e coho rt  ye ars were  as f ollows:



Co ho rt Ma le s Fe ma les

19 53 35 2, 000 33 2, 000 

19 58 38 1, 000 36 0, 000 

19 63 43 8, 000 41 6, 000 

19 68 42 1, 000 39 8, 000 

19 73 34 9, 000 32 7, 000 

19 78 30 7, 000 28 9, 000 

Th is me tho d of est im ation ca n only be appr oxima te be cau se it  ta kes no acco un t of
lo sses and  gain s to the  po pu lat ion  and the  samp le of  of fen de rs thr ou gh dea th  an d
migr ation. 

8. Th e accura cy of  th e est ima te s is dep end ent  on the ab ility to  ma tch  all an
in divid uals crimin al co nvict ion s tog eth er.   Bot h com put erise d and ma nua l mat ching of 
in divid uals crimin al re cor ds ar e use d to ensure  th at  all con victio ns fo r a give n pe rson
ar e lin ked  toge the r.   It is possib le , howe ve r, tha t som e nam es which  en ter  the
Of fe nde rs In dex syst em may refe r to one  in divid ual but the ir  linking  de tails ar e so
dissimilar  t hat  it  is n ot po ssible  t o m atch the  of fe nde r r ecord s t og eth er. 

9. Estimat es ba sed  on  Inde x dat a are un der -estimat es of  th e rat e of kno wn
of fe nding be cau se th ey exclu de con victions for off en ces no t on the  stan dar d list and 
ca ut ion s, re priman ds, and final wa rn ing s for  all off ences.   In add it ion , as in all larg e-
scale data  collect io ns,  so me  da ta will be missing fr om the  Inde x or miscod ed .  The 
In de x cann ot  re cor d of fe nce s which do no t come  to the no tice of the  po lice so th e true 
ra te  of  of fe nding will be highe r t ha n t he kn own  ra te  of  of fe nding. 

Of fe nce  co de s

10 . Th e off ences co ver ed by th e Index ar e t hose on the  ' sta nda rd  list' .  Th is in clu des
all ind ict ab le off en ces (includ ing  those triable eit her  wa y)  an d cer tain sum mar y
of fe nce s.  The cur re nt list of 'st an dar d list' off en ces is give n in App end ices 4 and  5 of
Cr im ina l Sta tistics 199 9 (Cm  50 01) .  Th ere  have  be en  ch ang es in  th e 'st and ar d list '
over  time an d when  analysing  th e coh ort s it is necessar y to take the se int o accoun t. 
Th e most recent  ch an ges to ok place  in 1995  and 199 6,  wh en several offences
(including all categories of common assault, driving whilst disqualified, driving with
excess alcohol, and dangerous driving) were added to the ‘standard list’.  The
inclusion of these offences increased the overall number of standard list offences
recorded in 1996 by close to 100,000 offences to 450,000.

11 . Th e aim  in  grou pin g off ences ha s bee n to gro up sim ilar off en ces to ge the r
re ga rdless of whet he r they are ind ictab le or  su mma ry.  This is a dif fer ent  appr oach to
th e one  used  in  Cr im ina l Sta tistics whe re th e dist in ction be twe en in dictab le  an d
su mm ary is r eta ine d. 



12 . Th e gro uping s used  in tables B,  3a  and 3b ar e simila r to tho se use d in
Cr im ina l Sta tistics.   T he ma in dif fe ren ces a re not ed  be low:

Vi ol enc e aga ins t the  pe rso n:  include s bla ckm ail, kid na pping,  riot ing , vio len t disord er 
an d fir ear ms of fen ce s (all include d und er 'o the r' in dictab le  of fen ce s in Crimin al
St at ist ics),  an d sum mar y off ence of assault on a con sta ble ; com mon  assa ult  was
in clude d f ro m 1 996 .

Se xu al off en ces :  include s possession of ob sce ne ma ter ial (includ ed  un der  'oth er' 
in dicta ble  offe nce s in Criminal St at ist ics),  an d sum mar y off ences of  in decen t expo su re
an d pro stitu te off en ces.

Th ef t a nd ha ndl ing  s tol en go ods  ( su bdivisio n n ot given  in  Crim ina l St at ist ics ) 
Th ef t of a vehicle :  include s var iou s sum mar y off ences co nce rn ing  in te rfe ren ce 
with  a mot or  ve hicle , stea ling and  u nau tho rised  ta king. 
Ot he r thef t and  ha nd lin g:  include s var iou s sum mar y off ences co nce rn ing 
st ea lin g a nd  un aut ho rised po sse ssion .

Crimina l Damage :  include s sum mar y off ences of  cr im ina l d am age .

Drug  of fen ce s: in clu des summ ary o ffe nce s relating  to  misu se of dr ugs.

Ot he r indi ct abl e off enc es: in clu des public or der , bet tin g and  ga ming off en ces, and 
pe rvert ing  t he cou rse o f justice.

Ot he r summary offe nc es:  in clude s possessio n of an of fen sive wea pon , vag ran cy,
fr eq uen tin g a public place  with  in te nt to co mmit an arr est ab le off en ce,  im migra tio n act 
of fe nce s.

Mo to rin g off enc es:  in clude s dan ger ous driving , driving whilst disqualified, and
driving with excess alcohol.

13 . A fu ll listing of th e o ffe nce code s included  in  ea ch of fen ce  group  a nd the  year s in
wh ich t hey a pplied  is a vaila ble  fr om  th e a dd ress in par agr ap h 1 8 b elow. 

Disp osa l cod es

14 . Ta bles 4 and  9 re lat e to exp erien ce of im med iat e custod y.   During  th e per iod 
co ve red  by the coh or ts the re  ha ve be en cha ng es in th e sent en ces availab le to  th e
co ur ts.   I n this b ullet in th e t erm  imme dia te  cu sto dy in clu de s:

Un su spe nde d imp rison men t (ap plies to  off en der s age d 17 or ove r unt il mid -
19 83 , then  to those age d 21 and  over ), inclu din g pre ven tive det ent io n and
co rr ect ive  t rainin g (bo th 19 63- 196 7) 

Pa rt ly suspe nde d sen ten ces ( 198 2-1 99 2, app ly to  of fe nde rs ag ed 21 an d o ver )

Cu st odial se nte nce s for  yo un g of fe nde rs (i.e.  th ose a ged  u nde r 2 1)  in clu ding
Ap pr ove d sch ool (u nt il 197 0,  ag ed un der  17 )
De te ntion ce ntr e ( un til 19 88 , a ged  1 4 a nd over) 



Bo rstal tr ainin g ( un til 19 83 , a ged  1 5 a nd over) 
Yo ut h cust od y ( 198 3- 198 8, ag ed 14 an d o ver )

Yo un g Offe nd er Instit ution  (1 988  onwa rds, age d 14 and  over , 15 fro m
19 92 )
Cu st ody fo r lif e ( ag ed 17 an d o ver )

Cu st ody un de r Childr en and  Youn g Per son s Act  19 33 Se ctions 53(1 ) (HM P), 
53 (2 ) a nd 54  (u ntil 197 0)  ( app lie s to tho se  ag ed un der  17 ). 

Co mp arison  with  ea rlier  re su lts

15 . In fo rma tio n fro m the  co hor ts wa s last published  in  a st atist ica l bullet in in  19 95, 
wh en  th e 195 3, 196 8,  an d 197 3 coho rt s had be en follo wed  up  u ntil 199 3 and th e 1958 
an d 196 3 coh ort s had  be en fo llo wed  u p u ntil 199 2.  M ate ria l fro m this stat istical bu lle tin 
ha s bee n includ ed in  th e Crimin al St atistics Co mma nd  pa per .  Th ere  are a num ber  of 
re asons wh y the  in fo rma tio n in this bullet in  diffe rs fr om th at in pr evious b ulletins:

a.   The  co mp ute rised  ma tch in g proced ure s wer e upda te d in 200 0.  Th is has
allo wed  fo r bet ter  iden tif ication of  of fen de rs originally en ter ed as se par at e
in divid uals but  su bsequ ent ly re cog nised  to  be the sa me per so n.  Th is me rging 
of  offe nde r record s mea ns th at the  late st an alysis is base d on a sma lle r num ber 
of  o ffe nde rs th an it  wo uld  h ave  be en  pr eviou sly, b ut  th at th e crim in al histo rie s of
th ose in t he  co hor t are  lo ng er. 

b.   Each cou rt app ea ran ce re cor d con tains a fie ld with the  date  of  the pre vious
co ur t appe ar ance (if  an y) fo r the of fen der .  In  so me  ea rlier  bu lle tins,  se ar che s
we re  ca rried  ou t at the  Na tiona l Ide ntificat ion  Bu re au (NI B)  fo r missin g cou rt
ap pe ara nce s and  if  foun d the y were  include d in the  analysis.   This is no lon ger 
do ne  be cau se  of  th e resour ce s it req uir es an d beca use the da te of pr evious
ap pe ara nce  f ield is not  re liably com ple ted.  Th is means th at  in th e lat est  a nalysis
so me  of fen de rs will have f ewer cou rt  ap pea ra nce s t ha n p revio usly.

c.   For  th e 195 3 coh ort  it  was possible  to  be convicted  be fo re the  age of 10  (t he
ag e of criminal re sp onsibility was raised fr om 8 to 10 in Fe bru ary 1964 ).
Ho we ver , because t he  In dex d ata  st ar ts in 19 63 we ha ve only som e con victio ns
be fo re the  age of 10  (i.e.  those in 196 3 bef ore  an  offe nde r' s tent h bir thd ay). In
th is an alysis we h ave igno re d a ny co nviction s b efo re  ag e 1 0. 

d.   Off ence gro uping s have  been  slig htly revise d and  br each off ences (o nly
pr esent  in  t he ear lier coh or ts)  ha ve  be en de let ed. 

e.   In this bullet in  all ana lysis of  fr equ en cy of of fen din g is based  on  co ur t
ap pe ara nce s rat her  th an  co nvict ion s, wh ich  we re  used in  so me ta ble s in ear lie r
bu lletins.   This is because it is kn own  th at  so me co nviction  da ta is missing .  Pre -
19 90 , wher e severa l ide ntica l convictio ns we re received  at  one cou rt 
ap pe ara nce , only o ne  co nvict ion  re co rd is he ld. 

16 . Ea rlier  results fro m som e of the  co ho rt sam ples wer e pub lishe d in 'An alysin g
Of fe nding'  by Roge r Tar lin g (HM SO,  1993 ) and  in  th e followin g Home  Office St atistica l
Bu lletins: 



  7/ 85 Cr im ina l car eer s o f tho se bo rn in 19 53,  19 58  an d 1 96 3
35 /8 7 Cr im ina l car eer s o f tho se  b orn  in  1 953 :  p ersist en t o ffe nd ers an d desist an ce
27 /8 9 Cr im ina l car eer s of tho se bo rn in 19 53 and  1963 : var iat ion s in sen te ncing with

th e num ber  o f cour t app ear an ces
32 /8 9 Cr im ina l a nd  cu sto dial car ee rs of th ose  bo rn  in  19 53 , 1 958  a nd 196 3
14 /9 5 Cr im ina l car eer s of tho se  bo rn be twe en 19 53 and  1 973 

Symb ols

17 . Th e followin g symb ols a re used in th e t ables:

-  =  n il or ne gligib le 
..  =  no t ava ila ble

En qu iries

18. Members of the Criminal Careers Section of the Offenders and Corrections
Unit within the Research Development and Statistics Directorate of the Home Office
have prepared this bulletin.  As well as the authors there were valuable contributions
from Philip Howard, Andrew Kalinsky, and staff within the Home Office Data
Collection Group.  If you have any enquiries about figures in this bulletin or wish to
request further analysis of the data (for which there may be a charge) you should
contact Julian Prime or any member of the Criminal Careers Section.  The contact
details are:

Cr im ina l Car eer s Sectio n
Of fe nde rs an d Corr ectio ns Un it
Re se arch Develo pme nt  an d Sta tistics Dir ect or ate 
Ro om  25 8
Ho me  Of fice
50  Q uee n Ann e's Ga te 
Lo nd on SW1 H 9AT . Te le pho ne 02 0 7 273  3 177 
Em ail: julia n.p rim e@ hom eof fice. gsi.g ov. uk

Fu rt her  co pies of th is and  othe r Resear ch,  Deve lop me nt and  Stat ist ics Dire ct ora te
pu blica tio ns ca n b e obt ain ed  by co nt act ing :

Co mm unicat io n a nd De velopm en t Unit 
Re se arch Develo pme nt  an d Sta tistics Dir ect or ate 
Ro om  20 1
Ho me  Of fice
50  Q uee n Ann e's Ga te 
Lo nd on SW1 H 9AT . Te le pho ne 02 0 7 273  2 084
Em ail: pub licat ion s. rds@ho me off ice .g si. gov.u k

Ma ny pu blica tio ns ar e a lso  d own loa da ble  fr om  th e RDS we bsite  at :
ht tp :// www.h ome off ice.g ov. uk/rd s/ind ex. htm 



Pr ess en qu iries sh ould b e mad e t o: 

Ho me  Of fice Pre ss Of fice
Co mm unicat io n Dire ct ora te
50  Q uee n Ann e's Ga te 
Lo nd on SW1 H 9AT . Te le pho ne 02 0 7 273  4 545 
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