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3.1

SUMMARY

This chapter presents findings from the British Crime Survey (BCS) and police recorded
crime. Both sources show that the number of violent crimes has decreased in the past year.

After little change in recent years, the number of BCS violent crimes experienced by
adults has decreased by 12 per cent between 2006/07 and 2007/08 BCS interviews.
Police recorded violence against the person fell by eight per cent between 2006/07 and
2007/08, resulting in the lowest figure since 2002/03.

Within violence against the person, the most serious offences recorded by the police
have fallen markedly: 16,939 offences of most serious violence against the person
were recorded in 2007/08, 12 per cent fewer than in 2006/07, and the smallest total
seen for nine years.

Longer-term trends from the BCS show that violent crime increased since the first BCS
results in 1981 to peak in 1995, followed by a gradual decline then stability in recent years.

The number of violent incidents has fallen by half (48%) since 1995, representing an
estimated two million fewer incidents and around three-quarters of a million fewer
victims; violent crime is now at a similar level to 1981.

The degree of violence varies considerably between incidents:

Just over half (51%) of all violent incidents reported to the BCS did not result in any
injury to the victim. A similar proportion (52%) of all police recorded violence against
the person in 2007/08 involved no injury.

Weapons were used in a quarter (24%) of violent crimes as measured by the 2007/08
BCS (this figure has been stable over the past decade). Hitting implements were used
in seven per cent of violent crimes, knives in six per cent, glasses/bottles in four per
cent and firearms in one per cent of incidents.

The number of police recorded offences involving firearms rose by two per cent
between 2006/07 and 2007/08; this follows a 13 per cent fall in the previous year.

Risk of victimisation varies by personal characteristics, with men, and in particular young
men, being at greatest risk of victimisation according to the BCS.

The risk of being a victim of violent crime in the 2007/08 BCS was 3.2 per cent. Men
(4.1%) were almost twice as likely as women (2.3%) to have experienced some sort of
violence in the year prior to interview. The risk for men aged 16 to 24 was highest at
13.4 per cent.

Not only did men have the highest risk of violent crime victimisation, but 87 per cent of
violent incidents involved male offenders.
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3.2 BRITISH CRIME SURVEY AND POLICE MEASURES OF VIOLENT
AND SEXUAL CRIME

This chapter presents information about violence against the person, sexual offences
and robbery. Violence against the person contains the full spectrum of assaults, from
pushing and shoving that result in no physical harm, to murder. Even within the same offence
classification, the degree of violence varies considerably between incidents and in around half
of incidents identified in both BCS and police statistics, the violence results in no injury (see
Section 3.9). There are differences in the range of offences that the BCS and police recorded
crime covers (see Box 3.1), however, a ‘comparable subset’ of offences can be used to
compare the two series (see Chapter 2).

The BCS provides a generally more reliable trend measure of violent crime, enabling
better comparisons over time for the types of violence that it routinely covers. This is because
the BCS is not affected by changes in reporting, police recording and local policing activity,
and has been measured in a consistent way since the survey began measuring crime in
1981. Nonetheless, police statistics remain important for showing the mix of violent crimes
dealt with, and recorded, by the police. They are an important measure of activity locally and
a source of operational information to help identify and address local crime problems, at a
lower geographical level than is possible using the BCS. Police statistics also provide more
reliable information on rarer crimes, such as robbery, and are the only source of data on
homicides, violent crimes against under 16s, and those not living in private households.

Trends in police recorded violent crime can be very difficult to interpret, as they have
been distorted by a number of factors. It is important to consider the following issues when
interpreting trends.

(i) Police recorded crime data are subject to changes in the levels of public reporting of
incidents. The proportion of violent crimes estimated to be reported to the police has
increased from the first BCS results in 1981, but has been reasonably stable since 2002/03
(see Chapter 2).

(i) Local policing activity and priorities affect the levels of reported and recorded violent crime.
Where the police are proactive in addressing low-level violence and anti-social behaviour, this
can lead to more of these crimes being brought to their attention and being recorded. For
example, research by the Cardiff Violence Research Group showed an association between
the introduction of CCTV surveillance and increased police detection of violence
(Sivarajasingam et al., 2003).

(i) Police recorded crime data are subject to changes in police recording practices, including
those relating to national counting rules and crime recording standards. The 1998 changes to
the Home Office Counting Rules had a very significant impact on the recording of violent and
sexual crime; the number of violence against the person offences recorded by the police
increased by 118 per cent as a result of the 1998 changes (Povey and Prime, 1999). Much of
this increase resulted from a widening of the offence coverage to include assaults with little or
no physical injury, and offences of harassment (again with no injury).

The National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS), introduced in April 2002, again resulted in
increased recording of violent and sexual crimes particularly for less serious offences, as well
as for some other offences. There was an estimated NCRS effect of 23 per cent on violence
against the person offences in the first 12 months of implementation (Simmons et al., 2003).

Audits undertaken by the Audit Commission on behalf of the Home Office indicate substantial
improvements in crime recording across forces in the two to three years following NCRS
introduction, which would particularly impact on violence against the person and result in
increases in recorded crimes for this category (see Introduction for more details).
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Box 3.1 Violent and sexual crime — offences covered by the BCS and police
recorded crime

Violence against the person

In order to address the wide range of seriousness, police recorded violence against the person is

separated into two sub-categories:

e Most serious violence against the person (including homicide, attempted murder and more
serious wounding).

e Other violence against the person (including less serious wounding, threat or conspiracy to
murder, harassment and assault without injury).

All categories also include attempts and threats to commit those offences (apart from attempted
murder and threat/conspiracy to murder which are themselves separate categories) that may not
involve injury (see Section 3.4 for fuller descriptions, and Appendix 3 for a full list of offences).

The BCS covers wounding, assault with minor injury and assault with no injury.

e BCS wounding includes offences that correspond to police recorded more serious wounding
and part of less serious wounding.

e BCS assault with minor injury broadly corresponds to the remaining part of police recorded
less serious wounding.

e BCS assault with no injury corresponds to police recorded assault without injury.

Sexual offences

Police recorded sexual offences cover different types of unlawful sexual activity, including rape

and sexual assault. Some of the offences do not necessarily involve violence: unlawful sexual

intercourse with a person under 16 or with a mental disorder, for example. As with violence

against the person, the range of seriousness is addressed by creating two sub-categories:

e Most serious sexual crime (including rapes, sexual assaults, and sexual activity with children).

e Other sexual offences (including soliciting, exploitation of prostitution, and other unlawful
sexual activity between consenting adults).

Due to the small numbers of sexual offences picked up by face-to-face BCS interviews, results are
too unreliable to report (for more information see Box 3.2).

Robbery
As with violence against the person, police recorded robberies cover a wide range of seriousness
from armed bank robberies to muggings for mobile phones or small amounts of money. In certain
circumstances, there is a fine distinction between robbery and theft; this is detailed in the
Glossary.

The BCS covers robberies against adults living in private households. However, as one of the
rarer crimes, the number of robbery victims interviewed is too low to provide robust estimates for
individual years; therefore police statistics provide a better measure of trends. Any BCS figures
relating to robbery in this chapter should be treated with caution due to the low number of victims.

BCS violence type

Violent crime as measured by the BCS can alternatively be divided into four types, broadly based

on the relationship between the victim and offender.

e Domestic violence — assaults and woundings which involve partners, ex-partners, other
relatives or other household members.

e Stranger violence — assaults and woundings in which the victim did not have any information
about the offender(s), or did not know and had never seen the offender(s) before.

e Acquaintance violence — assaults and woundings in which the victim knew one or more of
the offenders, at least by sight.

e Mugging — robbery, attempted robbery, and snatch theft from the person (note, snatch theft is
not included in the overall violence measure).

Respondents may not wish to disclose sensitive information relating to domestic violence in a
face-to-face interview, so self-completion modules are included in the BCS to better capture this
information. These results are published separately (see Box 3.2 for more information).
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3.3 EXTENT AND TRENDS

This chapter presents findings from the British Crime Survey (BCS) and police recorded
crime. Both sources show that the number of violent crimes has decreased in the past year.

e After little change in recent years, the number of BCS violent crimes experienced by
adults has decreased by 12 per cent between 2006/07 and 2007/08 BCS interviews.
Police recorded violence against the person fell by eight per cent between 2006/07 and
2007/08, to the lowest figure seen for five years (Tables 2.01 and 2.04).

e The 2007/08 BCS estimates that there were 2,164,000 violent incidents against adults
in England and Wales (Table 2.01).

Longer-term trends in violence from the BCS show that the number of violent crimes
increased since the first BCS results in 1981: gradually through the 1980s and then sharply
after 1991 to reach a peak in the mid-1990s. Substantial declines have been noted
subsequently (although levels in recent years have appeared more stable) and the number of
violent incidents is now at a similar level to 1981. Incidents of violent crime reported to the
BCS have fallen by half (48%) since 1995, representing an estimated two million fewer
incidents and around three-quarters of a million fewer victims (Figure 3.1 and Table 2.01).

Figure 3.1 All violent crime, 1981 to 2007/08 BCS
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e The trend in the number of incidents of BCS wounding has shown a similar pattern, and
after the gradual and then sharp rise between 1981 and 1995, there has been a
notable decrease since 1995 but with stability seen in recent years. There were
467,000 incidents of wounding estimated by the 2007/08 BCS, representing half (49%)
the number of incidents in 1995 (Figure 3.2 and Table 2.01).

e Again following a similar pattern since 1981, incidents of BCS assault with minor injury
have decreased significantly since 1995 by around two-thirds (65%). The estimated
number of assaults with minor injury was 481,000 based on the 2007/08 BCS.

Al violence' includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault with no injury and robbery. For more information
see the Glossary.

62



Violent and sexual crime

e The BCS shows a steep increase in numbers of assaults with no injury between 1987
and 1995, reaching a peak of 1,567,000 incidents. In the 2007/08 BCS there were
903,000 assaults resulting in no injury, a decrease of 42 per cent since 1995, after
generally downward fluctuations and then stability in the past few years.

Figure 3.2 Trends in violence by offence type, 1981 to 2007/08 BCS
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e There were 961,188 offences of violence against the person recorded by the police in
2007/08, eight per cent fewer than in the previous year and the lowest figure since the
introduction of the National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS) in April 2002. There
were also falls in sexual offences, down seven per cent to 53,540, and robberies, down
16 per cent to 84,706, the lowest number for eight years (Table 2.04).

Although recorded violence against the person has fallen in the last two years, it rose in each
of the previous three years following the introduction of the NCRS. BCS trends in violence did
not mirror the recorded crime increases following NCRS introduction, indicating that improved
police recording practices and proactive policing are responsible for a large part of these
earlier increases in recorded violence against the person.

3.4 VIOLENCE AGAINST THE PERSON

All BCS violence includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault with no injury and
robbery. The BCS violence categories were changed in 2006/07 with snatch thefts being
removed from overall violence, and the former common assault category being split into
assault with minor injury and assault with no injury, to mirror the recorded crime offence
classifications. Due to the relatively small numbers of serious woundings experienced by BCS
respondents, separate figures for serious woundings cannot be provided.

e The latest figures for woundings show a statistically significant decrease of 19 per cent
between the 2006/07 and 2007/08 BCS. The categories of assault with minor injury and
assault with no injury have remained stable between the 2006/07 and 2007/08 BCS
(the apparent falls are not statistically significant, Table 2.01).

e Continuing a similar pattern in previous years, assaults with no injury accounted for 42
per cent of all violence in the 2007/08 BCS. Assaults with minor injury and woundings
accounted for just under a quarter each (22% for both categories), and robberies for 14
per cent of all violence (Figure 3.3).
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e Less serious woundings accounted for the largest proportion (45%) of police recorded
violence against the person in 2007/08, followed by harassment (25%) and assaults
without injury (23%). Most serious violence against the person accounted for two per
cent (Figure 3.3).

Figure 3.3 BCS and police recorded violence, 2007/08
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Not all violent crimes are reported to the police (see Chapter 2 for more information). The
BCS shows that the proportion of incidents of comparable violence® reported to the police has
been stable over the last few years at around two in five (43%, 2007/08 BCS). Longer-term
trends show that reporting rates for BCS assault with minor or no injury and BCS wounding
increased between 1981 and 2007/08 (from 25% to 37% and 40% to 59% respectively)
(Table 2.10).

Most serious violence against the person

This grouping comprises violent offences recorded by the police where the injury inflicted or
intended is life threatening. This includes offences resulting in death, regardless of intent;
homicide; and causing death (by either dangerous driving, careless driving when under the
influence of drink or drugs, or aggravated vehicle taking). It also includes offences where
serious injury was intentionally caused or attempted: attempted murder, and more serious
wounding or acts endangering life (e.g. wounding, poisoning and use of weapons and
explosives, all with intent to cause serious injury) (see Chapter 2, Box 2.2).

Offences of most serious violence against the person will tend to provide a more reliable
measure of trends than overall violence recorded by the police as they are more immune to
changes in reporting and recording. The Audit Commission audits (see Chapter 1) indicated
that in many forces it took two or three years for the full effects of NCRS to bed in. In 2004/05,
the third year following NCRS implementation, the number of most serious violence against
the person offences was 16 per cent higher than in 2001/02, the year immediately prior to
implementation. This is a much smaller rise than that of 62 per cent in other violence against
the person over the same period.

e Most serious violence against the person offences accounted for two per cent of all
recorded violence against the person offences in 2007/08, and 0.3 per cent of all police

2 Recorded crime pie-chart in Figure 3.3 includes violence against the person only: most serious violence against the
person; and other violence against the person (less serious wounding, assault without injury, harassment, other).
Robbery is excluded.

® Comparable violence includes wounding, assault with minor injury, assault with no injury and robbery; it is therefore
consistent with BCS figures for 'All violence' presented in this chapter.
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recorded crime. There were 16,939 recorded offences compared with 19,150 in
2006/07, a decrease of 12 per cent and the smallest total seen for nine years (Figure
3.3 and Table 2.04).

e The most serious violent crime is homicide®; further analysis of 2007/08 homicides will
be published when complete data are available early in 2009. Provisional data show
that the police recorded 784 incidents, three per cent more than the 759 recorded in
2006/07. There were 620 attempted murder offences recorded in 2007/08, two per cent
fewer than in 2006/07.

e The majority of offences of most serious violence against the person recorded by the
police are more serious wounding or other acts endangering life (15,094 offences).
These offences decreased by 13 per cent in 2007/08, and represent two per cent of all
recorded violence against the person. There were also 418 offences of causing death
by dangerous driving or by careless driving while under the influence of drink or drugs,
nine per cent fewer than in 2006/07.

e Most serious violence against the person is concentrated in a small number of
geographical areas. The average rate for England and Wales was 0.3 offences per
1,000 population in 2007/08. A comparison of local authority rates shows that the 21
authorities with rates more than twice the average for England and Wales represent ten
per cent of the population but account for 26 per cent of offences of most serious
violence against the person (Figure 3.4).

Other violence against the person

This grouping includes offences recorded by the police involving less serious injury: in
particular, the offence of less serious wounding. It also includes certain offences that involve
no physical injury: some involving serious intent, such as threats to kill, and others that are
generally viewed less seriously by the courts, such as assault without injury and harassment.

e These other violence against the person offences accounted for 98 per cent of all
recorded violence against the person in 2007/08 and 19 per cent of all police recorded
crime. There were 944,249 offences in 2007/08 compared with 1,027,018 in 2006/07,
representing an eight per cent fall (Table 2.04).

 Within this total, the police recorded 435,483 offences of less serious wounding® in
2007/08, a decrease of 11 per cent from 2006/07. There were 9,977 offences of threat
or conspiracy to murder, down 22 per cent on 2006/07, although some of this reduction
may be influenced by changes in recording.®

e The police recorded 223,525 assaults without injury’ in 2007/08, two per cent fewer
than in 2006/07 (228,801 offences). Two per cent of these assaults without injury in
2007/08 were racially or religiously aggravated. Assaults without injury accounted for
23 per cent of recorded violence against the person in 2007/08.

e Police recorded harassment (which does not involve physical injury to the victim)
accounted for 25 per cent of police recorded violence against the person in 2007/08.
The police recorded 236,533 harassment offences in 2007/08, eight per cent fewer
than in 2006/07 (257,130 offences). Eleven per cent of harassment offences were
racially or religiously aggravated.

o Possession of weapons offences® that fall within the violence against the person
category decreased by seven per cent, from 34,689 in 2006/07 to 32,397 in 2007/08.

* The police statistics for the number of homicides include murders, manslaughters and infanticides that come to the

attention of the police. Deaths that are not initially believed to be suspicious may be re-categorised as homicides at a
later date. The police record such incidents at the time of re-classification, not the year of death.

® Including racially or religiously aggravated offences.

® In April 2008 the Home Office Counting Rules reiterated guidance issued in 2005 that clarified the legal definition of
threats to kill, especially around the intent of the offender.

" Including assault without injury on a constable and racially or religiously aggravated assault without injury.

® Mainly possession with intent. Simple possession offences are not included in violence against the person.

65



Crime in England and Wales 2007/08

Figure 3.4 Police recorded offences of most serious violence against the person: rates
by population at local authority level, 2007/08

M Local authorities more than twice the average rate (10% of population)

[l Above the average group, but less than twice the average rate (21% of population)
[ Average group* (20% of population)

| | Below the average group (49% of population)
*Local authorities classified within the 'average group' include

those up to 20 per cent above or below the most serious violence
against the person rate for England and Wales as a whole.

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence nhumber 100023175
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3.5 SEXUAL OFFENCES

Most serious sexual crime

This group encompasses rape, sexual assault, and sexual activity with children. The
sensitivity of these offences has resulted in under-reporting, and work is ongoing to improve
this (e.g. through the opening of more sexual assault referral centres).® Additionally, the
Sexual Offences Act 2003, introduced in May 2004, altered the definitions of all three
categories. For these reasons, comparisons around this time should be made with caution. A
fuller description of the legislative changes appears in Appendix 3.

e The police recorded 41,460 most serious sexual offences in 2007/08, five per cent
fewer than the 43,738 recorded in 2006/07. These offences accounted for 77 per cent
of total sexual offences and just under one per cent of all recorded crime in 2007/08.

e Within this total, rapes of a female fell by eight per cent to 11,648 offences, and rapes
of a male fell by 13 per cent to 1,006 offences. Sexual assaults on a female fell by four
per cent to 20,534 offences, and sexual assaults on a male also fell by four per cent to
2,642 offences.

Other sexual offences

This group covers unlawful sexual activity, mostly involving consenting adults. It includes
exploitation of prostitution and soliciting, but not prostitution itself.® The Sexual Offences Act
2003, introduced in May 2004, introduced certain offences such as sexual grooming which is
included here.

e The police recorded 12,080 other sexual offences in 2007/08, 12 per cent fewer than in
2006/07. Within this total there were falls in incest or familial sexual offences (16% to
1,125 offences) and soliciting for the purposes of prostitution (2% to 1,258 offences).

e Based on the 2006/07 BCS self-completion module on intimate violence (see Box 3.2),
approximately three per cent of women and one per cent of men had experienced a
sexual assault (including attempts) in the previous 12 months. The majority of these are
accounted for by less serious sexual assaults. Less than one per cent of both women
and men reported having experienced a serious sexual assault (Povey et al., 2008).

Box 3.2 Interpreting BCS statistics on intimate violence

The issue of willingness to disclose incidents is very important for intimate violence (the
collective term used to describe domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking).
Respondents may not wish to disclose such sensitive information face-to-face and so
interviews since 2004/05 (and prior to this in 1996 and 2001) have included self-completion
modules on intimate violence asked of those aged 16 to 59 years.

Domestic violence figures published in this report relate only to incidents reported in face-to-
face BCS interviews, so any changes should be treated with caution. Prevalence rates for
domestic violence derived from the 2005/06 self-completion module were around five times
higher for adults than those obtained from the face-to-face interviews. Due to the small
numbers of sexual offences identified by the main BCS, findings are published solely from
the self-completion module.

The self-completion figures are published separately from the annual volume (Mirrlees-
Black, 1999; Walby and Allen, 2004; Finney, 2006; Coleman et al., 2007; and Povey et al.,
2008). Analysis of self-completion data from the 2007/08 BCS is planned for publication
early in 2009.

° The Government's approach to tackling sexual violence is detailed in the Sexual Violence Action Plan
(http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/sexualoffences/finalsvaap.pdf).

0 prostitution in itself is not a criminal offence; trafficking for sexual exploitation is included in most serious sexual
crime.
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3.6 ROBBERY

Robbery is an offence in which force or the threat of force is used either during or immediately
prior to a theft or attempted theft. It covers a wide variety of different incidents including bank
robbery, mobile phone robbery and street robbery, regardless of the amount of money or
property stolen. The BCS covers robberies against adults living in private households but the
number of robbery victims interviewed is too low to provide robust estimates for individual
years (see Box 3.1).

The police recorded 84,706 robberies in 2007/08, 16 per cent fewer than the 101,376 in
2006/07. While this follows two years of increases, the 2007/08 total was still 30 per
cent below the 2001/02 peak of 121,359. Eighty-nine per cent of robberies in 2007/08
were of personal property, compared with 91 per cent in the previous three years. The
smaller proportion is due to robberies of personal property falling at a faster rate in
2007/08 (18% to 75,565) than those of business property (3% to 9,141).

All crime tends to be geographically concentrated, but this is particularly the case for
robberies.

In 2007/08, 62 per cent of robberies in England and Wales were recorded by three
forces: the Metropolitan Police, Greater Manchester and West Midlands (Table 6.11).
This concentration is more acute at the local level (Figure 3.5). The average rate for
England and Wales was 1.6 offences per 1,000 population in 2007/08. A comparison of
local authority rates shows that the 29 authorities with rates more than twice the
average for England and Wales represent 15 per cent of the population but account for
53 per cent of robbery offences. All but three of these authorities are in the three forces
listed above.

From 2007/08 the Home Office is collecting supplementary data on the taking of vehicles
during robberies (often termed car-jacking).

Data were received for 42 of the 44 police forces in England and Wales and these
showed that overall three per cent of robberies in 2007/08 involved the taking of a
vehicle. The proportion was slightly higher for instances of robbery of business property
(at 5%) compared with the robbery of personal property (3%).
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Figure 3.5 Police recorded offences of robbery: rates by population at local authority
level, 2007/08

M Local authorities more than twice the average rate (15% of population)

[l Above the average group, but less than twice the average rate (12% of population)
["] Average group* (12% of population)

|| Below the average group (61% of population)

*Local authorities classified within the 'average group'
include those up to 20 per cent above or below the
robbery rate for England and Wales as a whole.

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100023175
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3.7 RISKS OF BECOMING A VICTIM OF VIOLENT CRIME

According to the BCS, risk of victimisation varies by personal characteristics, with men, and in
particular young men, being at greatest risk of victimisation. In general, the characteristics of
adults with the highest risk of being a victim of violent crime have not changed over the past
few years.

The risk of being a victim of violent crime in the 2007/08 BCS was 3.2 per cent. Men
were almost twice as likely as women (4.1% compared with 2.3%) to have experienced
one or more violent crimes in the year prior to interview (Figure 3.6 and Table 3.01).

Risk was highest for men aged 16 to 24 (13.4%) and then decreased with increasing
age, with risk levels at less than one per cent for men aged 65 and older. For women
the pattern was similar; those aged 16 to 24 had the highest risk (6.4%) with a decline
in risk as age increased (Table 3.01).

Single people had the highest risk of violent crime (7.8%) compared with all other
marital status groups. Conversely, people who were widowed or married had the lowest
risk (0.4% and 1.3% respectively). Single people in particular have a higher risk of
stranger and acquaintance violence which is likely to reflect differences in their social
interactions compared with other groups.

Unemployed people (9.3%) had a higher risk of becoming victims of violence compared
with employed or economically inactive people (3.3% and 2.7% respectively). At 10.1
per cent, students had the highest risk of violent crime compared with other
occupational classifications, at considerably higher risk than those in managerial and
professional occupations for example (2.4%); this level of risk is likely to reflect the
younger age of students.

People who visited pubs or wine bars more than once a week in the month prior to
interview had a higher risk of violent crime (5.3%) than those who had visited pubs or
wine bars less than once a week on average (2.9%) or not at all (2.2%). Spending
seven or more hours out of the home on an average weekday was also associated with
increased risk of violence victimisation.

Risk of victimisation also varies by key household and area characteristics.

People living in houses (3.0%) rather than flats/maisonettes (4.5%) had a lower risk of
violence victimisation; for those in detached houses the risk was half (2.1%) that of
people living in flats/maisonettes. Single adults living in a household with children
(6.5%) had a higher risk of violence victimisation than people in other household types,
for example in households with more than one adult with children (3.7%) (Table 3.02).

People living in areas with relatively low levels of physical disorder (3.1%), in rural
areas (2.3%) and in Wealthy Achievers ACORN areas (1.9%) also had lower risks of
victimisation.

A full breakdown of risk of violent crime victimisation by personal, household and area
characteristics is shown in Tables 3.01 and 3.02.
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Figure 3.6 Adults most at risk of violence, 2007/08 BCS
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Box 3.3 Factors strongly associated with higher risk of violence

Multivariate analysis (logistic regression) carried out on the 2007/08 BCS shows that after
the influence of other characteristics is taken into account, many of the relationships
between socio-demographic factors and risk of victimisation still hold true.

The factors most strongly independently associated with higher risk of violence were:

e being young, in particular aged 16-24;
e not being married; and
e being male.

The model explains around 13 per cent of the variation in the risk of being a victim of violent
crime based only on the factors described here (see the Glossary for more information).

3.8 VICTIM-OFFENDER ASSOCIATION

Violent crime measured by the BCS can be subdivided into four types, broadly on the basis of
the relationship between the offender(s) and victim (see Box 3.1). In the vast majority of
cases, victims were able to say something about the offender(s).

e Around a third of the estimated 2,164,000 violent incidents recorded by the BCS in
2007/08 were incidents of stranger violence, and a further third were incidents of
acquaintance violence. Domestic violence accounted for about one in six violent
incidents as measured on the main BCS (Table 3.03).

e Domestic violence was the only category of violence for which the risk for women
(0.6%) was significantly higher than for men (0.2%). Risk of stranger and acquaintance
violence was substantially greater for men than for women; 2.1 per cent of men were
victims of stranger violence, compared with 0.6 per cent of women based on 2007/08
interviews (Table 3.01).

¢ Violence against men is much more likely to be stranger violence: 45 per cent of violent
incidents against men were stranger violence, compared with 19 per cent of incidents
against women. Conversely, 33 per cent of violent incidents against women were
domestic violence, compared with four per cent of incidents against men.
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In the majority of incidents of domestic violence the victims were women (85%) while
for incidents of stranger violence most victims were men (78%, Table 3.03).

Similar to the 2006/07 BCS, over half of violent incidents involved a sole offender
(54%) but in a quarter of incidents there were four or more offenders. This varied within
type of violence, with there being a sole offender in 97 per cent of domestic violence
incidents (Table 3.04).

Not only did men have the highest risk of violent crime victimisation, but men were also
most likely to be the offender (87% of incidents involved male offenders).

In just over half of violent incidents the offender was believed to be aged between 16
and 24 years (52%). The proportion of robberies involving offenders aged 16 to 24 was
higher at around three-quarters (71%) compared with other violence types (around
50%).

The increase seen in overall violence between 1981 and the mid-1990s was reflected
in increases in the number of incidents for each type of BCS violence (apart from
mugging). Following the peak in 1995 there have been large and statistically significant
falls in domestic, acquaintance and stranger violence (65%, 58% and 26%
respectively). The largest part of this reduction occurred between 1995 and the
2001/02 BCS hut there was a decrease in the number of incidents of stranger violence
between the 2006/07 and 2007/08 BCS. The number of muggings has remained
relatively stable over the entire period from 1981 to 2007/08 (Figure 3.7 and Table
2.01).

Figure 3.7 Trends in violent crime by type of violence, 1995 to 2007/08 BCS
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